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“ T h e r e  i s  o n e ,  a n d  o n l y  o n e  M a s o n i c  w a y  t o  s e e k  o f f i c e  a n d  t h a t  i s  by  b e s t 
d e s e r v i n g  i t .  O f f i c e  g a i n e d  a n d  h e l d  by  m e r i t  i s  a n  h o n o r  t o  t h e  b e a r e r , 
a n d  t o  t h o s e  w h o  b e s t o w  i t ,  o t h e r w i s e  a  d i s h o n o r… T h e r e  i s  m o r e  s a t i s f y i n g 
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t h o u g h  n o t  a t t a i n e d ,  t h a n  a n y o n e  c a n  f e e l  by  a t t a i n i n g  i t  u n d e s e r v e d .”    

          -  C o r n e l i u s  H e d g e s ,
G r a n d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  M o n t a n a  1872-1907

For our friend R.W. Brother Daniel Gannon
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Thom Chisholm 
MWGM

Brothers I have just returned from the Conference of Grand Masters of North America (CGMNA).  
This year it was held in Baltimore, Maryland, and despite the nasty weather this winter, it was a great time 
in many respects.  I had the opportunity to visit with the western jurisdictions’ Masonic leaders (west of 
the Mississippi and our Canadian Brothers) on some of the key issues in Masonry today.

 
One of the topics discussed was based on the relationships between Blue Lodge Masonry and our 

affiliated organizations.  It was an open, sincere, and polite conversation.  It was obvious that there 
was some hesitation, but everyone approached the topic with respect and decorum.  The end of the 
conversation witnessed a rather historic event.  That is to say, the conference put forth a recommendation 
to be recorded for posterity.  To my knowledge and understanding, this does not happen often, if at all.  
The recommendation was very simple, and to many it may appear as an axiom, and it recognized that 
the Grand Lodge via the Grand Master is the ultimate Masonic authority within a specific jurisdiction.  
Again, perhaps a postulate, but it was recognized and recorded, by a unanimous decision, for our future 
enterprises.

 
A second topic was discussed throughout the conference, and that was the concept of civility in 

our fraternity.  Indeed, it was the focus of the gathering with breakout sessions, banquet addresses, 
and intimate conversations all focused on civility.  It was the overall agreement of those attending that 
Freemasonry is to be a role model for civility, not only within the fraternity, but especially to the world.  It 
was also discussed that we must practice civility in order for others to follow our lead.  To this end, much 
conversation was focused on social media and how it is absolutely necessary to employ civility within this 
media for the sake of our fraternity.  I would encourage everyone to read the message on social media 
that was created by the Grand Secretaries of the Rocky Mountain Masonic Conference in this issue of 
our magazine.

 
Overall these topics seem basal, but they are important enough that the Masonic leaders of the 

Western Hemisphere spent three days discussing them.  Perhaps we should spend some time thinking 
about them here in Montana as well.  I am certain the conclusions will be the same.

Thom Chisholm, MWGM

Conference of Grand Masters of North America
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The tenets of charity are a core foundation of the 
Masonic ideals. The many lessons of Freemasonry help 
to provide training that will stimulate the mind and 
mold the character of its votaries.  Charity helps to do 
this individually, but also to better change the world 
around us.  The concepts of charitable works help define 
the civility that demonstrates what our fraternity is to 
the rest of the world.  Most often charity is coupled 
with anonymity.  This thought helps to ensure that the 
recipient of the charity is not made uncomfortable in 
his or her position, and it allows for disconnect to the 
proprietor of the charity for reasons of security.  To 
make this relationship operate efficiently, both parties 
have to assume a level of humility.  Without a humble 
attitude, the designs of the charitable work can, and 
often do, take on unintended consequences.

 
Charity is often brought about by an individual 

action.  However, charitable works are often best 
exemplified when done through a collected effort.  An 
idea of this nature is a part of the history of Montana’s 
Masonic Home.  During the early part of the 20th 
century, an individual idea called for the creation of 
a home for our Masonic brothers and/or affiliates to 
Masonry.  The charity blossomed with a collected effort 
of the corpus of Montana Masons.  Indeed, the facility 
was a sense of great pride for the fraternity for many 
decades, and provided a mechanism for our fraternity 
to provide an element of comfort for our brothers and 
their relatives that needed such assistance.  Collectively, 
our charity was meeting the needs of our obligation, to 
provide assistance to a brother when needed.

 
Within the past three or four decades, the long term 

maintenance of the Masonic Home has been brought 
into question. The questions have been focused on the 
ability to sustain and fund the home’s occupants into the 
future.  Many Grand Masters and Masonic Home Board 
members have studied this problem, and with it the need 
to maintain our Masonic obligation of charity.  It is, with 
emphasized understatement, a very complicated issue.  
To this end, many Masonic leaders felt the home should 
be closed and it was brought to the craft for a decision. 
The decisions were often decided with impassioned 
pleas to maintain our rich history of charity.  To this 
end, it was determined that the home be opened to those 
outside of the fraternity to assist with the ever rising cost 
of the home’s operations.  This was a short term solution 
that provided some relief to the bottom line.  Even more 
recently, a professional company was hired to direct the 
operations of the home; again, short term relief to the 
problem of operating the home efficiently.  It also added 
a layer of leadership, which many believe eliminates the 
need for a Masonic Home Board of Directors.

At this juncture, I wish to express that this writing is 
entirely my opinion (although I assume it is shared by 
many after the repeated need to revisit the issue) and I 
want the reader to understand this is grounded in my 11 

years as a member of the Grand Lodge Officer line.  With 
that said, I believe it is time to re-examine what we are 
supporting at the Masonic Home.  Of the nearly 35 beds 
occupied, only three or four are affiliated to Masonry.  
At the time of this writing, I am not certain a brother 
Mason is an occupant.  I also understand that the cost 
of the professional administration company is expected 
to exceed the available revenues needed to maintain 
current operations.  This can possibly lead to the need 
to draw on the principle amount of the foundation 
monies.  In time, (and it can be short-term) this can 
exhaust available monies.  What I am stating is that 
Masonic Home is once again struggling with funding 
concerns, and at the same time is not very “Masonic” in 
its occupants.  I have long considered a Grand Master’s 
motion (resolution) to address this issue.  I also respect 
the position of my Jurisprudence Committee that such a 
motion would best be served coming from the Masonic 
Home Board of Directors.  

In recent conversations, I have learned that the 
Home Board is contemplating the fact that the home is 
struggling, and the reality of a decision to close the home 
is close at hand.  As controversial as this can be, as Grand 
Master, I support the closure of the Masonic Home.  I 
am of the opinion that the Board makes a motion to 
close the home, allow sufficient time (six months) for 
the occupants to find alternative arrangements, and we 
stop the unnecessary hemorrhaging of funds.  I also 
strongly support the development of a committee to find 
a means to utilize the remaining assets of the Masonic 
Home to provide charity, not to unknown non-masonic 
occupants, but to our brothers and family members 
in our local areas.  I am convinced that we have the 
intelligence, integrity, and means to provide Masonic 
charity to those who may need it, close to their families 
in existing facilities.  

In light of the concerns that have been persistent 
over the past three to four decades, I encourage the 
Masonic Home Board to present a motion to close 
the home.  More importantly, I encourage the craft to 
support this difficult endeavor.  The unknown is often 
times scary and unnerving, but it is well past time 
for this decision.  We have to take the next step and 
transition to a different model for our Masonic Home, 
and most importantly a new model for our charity.  I 
am convinced we can provide a more meaningful form 
of assistance for our brothers; one that maintains the 
dignity of humility, strengthens our position within the 
state, and demonstrates our courage and leadership in 
the public arena.

Yours in Freemasonry,

Thom Chisholm, MWGM

Masonic Charity ... and our Montana Masonic Home

Thom Chisholm, Grand Master 
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To celebrate the school’s “Fiesta Reading” program.  
There were pinatas, Tacos and the Principal in a 
life size Taco suit, and burro races.

Members of Ponemah Lodge No. 63 present Kindles to students in 
the Plains School District:  Michael Murray,  Grand Chaplain; Tom 
Tompkins, Secretary; Ron Warren, WM  (School Board Chairman); 
Thom Chisholm, Grand Master and Superintendent of School’s.
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Sometimes it seems easier for us - any of us - to 
operate on a principle that says, essentially, that the 
things that do not concern us (read: “me”), do not 
matter. Consequently, we may carry on without 
noticing those things which might otherwise have 
been markers for us, giving us signs of coming 
changes and new events. It then often happens that 
we scratch our heads and ask ourselves, “What 
happened? How did we get here?” In looking back 
on these things, we provide commentary, and 
decide that, from this later position, “Our hindsight 
is 20/20;” however, the signs were there all along.

     
This article is written somewhere along the 

timeline, but before that future event asks us to 
look back and evaluate statements after the race is 
run. Our thoughts turn toward the Imperial Shrine, 
and the position it takes toward Masonic Grand 
Lodges and consequently Masons. In examining 
information now, we may avoid (or, at least, that 
is the hope) being caught off guard, and finding 
ourselves forced to weed through a great mass of 
rhetoric to determine at which point this originated, 
what are the salient facts in the matter, and leave it 
to us to determine whether or not it matters.

    
Discussing issues within the fraternity is 

sometimes problematic - how do we do so without 
provoking our friends, without crossing over into 
becoming belligerent, without falling prey to the 
divisive shouting sometimes found nationally in 
politics? In short, how do we talk about ourselves, 
with dignity, decorum, and fairness? I think that the 
answer is, that we already know how, we just need 
to make the choice to do so. So, what, specifically, is 
under consideration here?

     
The matter at hand is this: Do the Nobles as 

members of their respective Shrine Temples 
within the boundaries of Montana wish to 
sever the connection with the Grand Lodge of 
Montana? Naturally, this will have a variety of 
answers, because there are a variety of opinions, and 
we do not all share equally in them. The follow up 
question might be: Why does this question matter 
to members of lodges who have a stake in the Grand 
Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Montana? 

     
One possible answer to the second question might 

be, “Because Imperial Shrine has declared that it is 
not either an ‘Appendant’ nor a ‘Concordant’ body 
of Freemasonry.” If this is the case - and traditionally 
it has been perceived as a part of Freemasonry - 

then the pre-requisite that a Shriner be a Mason is 
a throwback to tradition. Certain it is that Shriners 
International and the Shriners Hospitals are 
separate entities, filing with the IRS as their own 
corporations. As such, if the Imperial Shrine wishes 
to continue on a separate path, as it has stated 
that it is not subordinate to Freemasonry’s Grand 
Lodges, it would be no different for Nobles to be 
Masons than for men who belong to a Grange, or 
the Elks, Moose, Kiwanas, Rotary, or any number 
of other civic organizations, choosing to remain in 
the Shrine and Freemasonry both would be simply 
belonging to two different organizations. 

This is a more palatable - and friendly - position 
for both organizations than to see themselves as 
antagonists. The standing of the Shriners in any 
jurisdiction matters to the constituent lodges and 
Grand Lodges in theory because of the nature 
of the relationship between the two in Masonic 
jurisprudence: an alternative to seeing the Shrine as 
an organization unrelated to Masonry save for its 
beginning among Masons is holding the Imperial 
Shrine to be “clandestine,” that is, as a body illegally 
claiming Masonic authority. 

We see, in fact, that the Shrine maintains that 
they are not beholden to Grand Lodges, or Masonry. 
We also know that the purpose of a Masonic Lodge 
is to make Freemasons; the purpose of Grand 
Lodge is to help Lodges make Freemasons. The 
Purpose of Lodges and Grand Lodge is not to make 
Shriners. This is a fair statement. There is nothing 
intrinsically Masonic about the Shrine, other than 
all the men in the group are Masons, or in some 
states for now. That does not mean that the Shrine 
is un-Masonic. We recognize the philanthropy of 
Nobles, and especially since the rise of the hospitals 
programs close to 50 years after the creation of the 
organization.

     
What is clandestine Masonry? Here are two 

instances to consider:

• “A body of Freemasons or of those improperly 
claiming to be Freemasons, uniting in a Lodge 
without the consent of a Grand Lodge...”                                   
-Mackey’s Encyclopedia of Freemasonry

• “Today the Masonic world is entirely agreed 
on what constitutes a clandestine body, or 
a clandestine Mason; the one is a Lodge or 
Grand Lodge unrecognized by other Grand 

BRIDGING THE GAP- The Shrine In Montana
Reid Gardiner (3), Grand Secretary
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Lodges, working without right, authority 
or legitimate descent; the other is a man 
“made a Mason” on such a clandestine body.”                                                                                                
-Short Talk Bulletin, 1935, published by the 
MSA.

Clandestinism and “irregular Masonry” are 
sometimes used interchangeably, and in some 
jurisdictions irregular Masonry refers to those 
who practice the tenets of Masonry, to include the 
structure of degrees, rituals, and all that entails, 
but essentially being illegal and outside the pale, 
(and quite possibly subject to prosecution for using 
emblems copyrighted by Grand Lodges or for styling 
or otherwise presenting themselves as regular) 
though members may in fact feel themselves to be 
legitimate. 

Clandestine Masons are reviled more especially 
because they will introduce non-Masonic elements, 
and the members may even be misled into believing 
that they possess authentic Masonic degrees from 
a legitimate Masonic body. If the Shrine be not 
Clandestine (or irregular) Masonry, and if it is not 
subordinate to Masonic Grand Lodges, the natural 
position is, the Shrine is not a Masonic organization. 
This means that if it styles itself as a Masonic 
organization, it may open itself up to charges of 
irregularity or clandestinism, and if it does not style 
itself as a Masonic organization, then it does not 
need a Masonic pre-requisite for membership. 

     
Why does this matter to Masons within the 

state of Montana? I would hesitantly offer that, 
beyond the scope of Masonic jurisprudence, there 
is an argument of far greater importance when it 
comes to defining the relationship between the 
Shrine and Masonic Grand Lodges, and it is this: 
amicability. One definition of amicable has it 
thusly: “(of relations between people) having a 
spirit of friendliness; without serious disagreement 
or rancor.” If you have to ask why being able to get 
along with people of different countries, sects, and 
opinions, is vital to Freemasonry, then I would 
submit that you may not have a grasp of the simple 
fundamentals of the fraternity.

     
Because men may choose to apply the tools 

taught them in Freemasonry, men may see other 
human beings (not just men) as themselves: they 
cross political boundaries and seek the common 
denominator of shared humanity when in times of 
war; they value liberty of conscience, and especially 
the freedom to practice - or not practice - any 
religious faith they may choose, and share a bench 
with men whose concept of a Deity may be radically 
different than their own; they seek to promote 

the arts and sciences, and support the progress of 
humanity. In short, Masons bridge the gap, and join 
in mutual dialog. 

     
When we discuss the relationship of two bodies, 

one of which sprang from the other in a parent and 
child relationship, and in which the child declares 
its emancipation of its father and mother in the 
various Grand Lodges, we should do so with the 
sort of mutual respect that engenders not only peace 
and harmony for the sake of such, which instead 
often ends up freezing all dialog in an artificial 
standstill for the sake of “not rocking the boat,” but 
for the sake of advancement. Do we ever really like 
to hear what another person is saying if it feels like 
the entire affair is an attack on us? Do they, in turn?

     
Discussions like this are rarely easy in the short 

run. Leaving the nest is sometimes a bit traumatic, 
being described as abrupt or unanticipated. But, as 
I stated at the beginning of the article, we should 
see the signs along the way and prepare ourselves 
professionally for the kind of discussions we need to 
have. If we don’t, we sincerely risk the opportunity 
to show both organizations running parallel outfits 
in mutual admiration, without attachments, at the 
sake of being “right.” We present ourselves to the 
world at large as unwilling to practice on ourselves 
our great principles, especially that important 
declaration made at the opening of lodge, reminding 
us that we came here to subdue our passions, and 
improve ourselves in Masonry. 

    
It isn’t even a matter of if it’s good or bad for the 

Shrine to have a Masonic membership requirement. 
It very well may be in their best interest to do away 
with the requirement. The big issue is the toll it’s 
taking on our Grand Jurisdictions: the negative 
actions taken toward members and officers. It’s 
putting both organizations in jeopardy. We have a 
responsibility to behave appropriately - what we put 
out there for the world to see adds or detracts to 
their perception of us.

     
The issue isn’t one of whether it’s good or bad 

that the Shrine does or doesn’t have a Masonic 
requirement; the principle issue is how embarrassing 
it is to watch grown men in leadership positions 
stomp their feet and throw ego-based hissy fits. 
FYI - there is a common perception, very widely 
held, that it’s why all of our organizations are in 
membership trouble.

     
To be sure, the Shrine does offer something, 

the Children’s Hospitals. And there are some 
Freemasons who exemplify the fraternity with their 
membership and association with the Shrine. There 
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are those that we all know who have a concern 
for the quality of the members of the Lodges in 
Montana, and we say, “Hooray to them for being a 
Freemason first.” 

     
And now at last we come to the first question 

that we posed, Do the Nobles as members of their 
respective Shrine Temples within the boundaries 
of Montana wish to sever the connection with the 
Grand Lodge of Montana? 

I think that after considering the forgoing 
statements, we can see this question matters in spite 
of the fact that a majority of the Masons in Montana 
do not belong to a Shrine Temple. It matters 
because how we choose to comport ourselves as 
Masons during this discussion matters. Being well 
informed on the issue matters, because it allows 
us to understand things. Hopefully, as a result of 
this article, if you have any questions, you will feel 
empowered to ask those questions. 

    
 What follows are excerpts of two separate 

discussion surrounding resolutions brought before 
Imperial Shrine by Nobles hailing from Montana, 
this last year in 2013, and also in 2008. In reading 
the proponent’s statements in favor of Shrine 
Temples severing ties to Masonry in Montana, it is 
important to bear in mind that in several instances, 
the speakers commit factual errors. It is not our 
place to speculate as to how these inaccuracies were 
arrived at. However, it would be shirking our duty 
to not consider all of the available evidence and 
draw conclusions afterwards. These instances will 
probably be immediately apparent to any reader, 
so that it would be pedantic to beat them to death. 
However, in anticipation of their discovery, some 
brief facts may not be unwelcome to the reader:

• The smooth operation of the Grand Lodge of 
Montana is no more the concern of Shriners 
International, than the smooth operations 
of Imperial Shrine are to the Grand Lodge 
of Montana, insofar as they are independent 
bodies. Characterization of Grand Lodge of A.F. 
& A.M. of Montana as “chaotic” or “dictatorial” 
is both needlessly confrontational, and therefore 
not conducive to positive dialog, but also 
beneath the dignity of response. References to 
tribunals in Montana are irrelevant to Imperial 
Shrine, and cut away at healing that has been 
accepted by members of the Grand Lodge of 
Montana.

• The business of increase of membership of 
Shriners International is no more the business 
of the Grand Lodge of Montana, than the 

Grand Lodge’s is to Imperial Shrine. It is not 
the responsibility of Grand Lodge of Montana 
to make Shriners, or of Shriners International 
to make Masons. That Shriners International 
has for over 100 years required a Masonic 
membership of its Nobles is agreed. The fact that 
the membership numbers quoted of the Grand 
Lodge of Montana is woefully inaccurate; or 
that the statements attributed to Grand Lodge 
are not based upon fact remains irrelevant. 
Conversely, it is not the responsibility of the 
Grand Lodge of Montana to manage the Shrine 
Centers in Montana and offer suggestions for 
keeping their members active.

• The fact that requirements in the Constitution 
and Code of Statutes of the Grand Lodge of 
Montana as regards to proficiency requirements 
were ignored, for some time, and then later acted 
upon, does not mean that the Code was ever 
silent on the issue. The fact is, the Grand Lodge 
and the Lodges that make it up have always 
been ready to assist members in returning the 
minimum required proficiency.  

It is tempting to speculate in a friendly manner 
about the nature of the relationship from the Shrine 
to Grand Lodges. Things like what happens to the 
Shrine void, will it be filled, will the Scottish Rite 
receive a boost, especially with their 200 year + 
history of maintaining their position toward Grand 
Lodges and disavowing interest in making Masons, 
etc, are all interesting thought experiments, but 
they are the kind of conversations that we can have 
without malice, without animosity, and without 
deliberately attacking our own members. 

If the cry in the wilderness is that all of the 
fraternal organizations are losing members, or at 
least that they don’t “have enough” of them yet (to 
support whatever financial responsibilities that they 
have taken upon themselves), then surely it should 
be the height of folly to bite our own hands. To 
dodge the shared history of the two organizations 
and then AIM for the hand to strike at is not only 
un-Masonic, it is unmanly. Finally, a shared family 
lineage should not make Freemasons, as parents, 
responsible for solving the dilemma that Shriners 
International, now an adult offspring, have taken 
upon themselves; with that said, it shouldn’t stop 
us from helping them make their own way in the 
world, and forging last bonds that strengthen the 
legacy of Freemasonry through another light in the 
world, the philanthropy of Shriners Hospitals. Being 
mature about this, we can still put the onus squarely 
on Shriners International, without withdrawing 
the right hand of friendship that we esteem our 
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brother Masons by as a token of our brotherly love 
and affection. While it isn’t the responsibility of the 
Grand Lodge of Montana to settle Shrine Temples 
in Montana’s positions, it is the responsibility of 
all Masons (and hence, all Shriners in Montana) 
to behave appropriately. The Masons of Montana 
should encourage the Nobles of Montana in their 
efforts to redefine themselves, rather than attack 
them for wanting to strike out on their own and 
make their own way in the world.

     
 Let us in the future avoid the kind of rhetorical 

animosity hitting the airwaves in the past, which 
send echoes seen in the ripples of eternity, and be 
well informed, get the facts, and most importantly, 
learn to ask questions before we point the finger. 
No one should perpetuate something without 
knowing it to be true and having the facts. If blame 
is to be had, it is assigned to those who drive wedges 
against those in positions to facilitate solutions, 
and not assigned to those who are ever willing to 
answer questions, always bearing in mind that we 
will not always like the answers that we may hear. 
Let sincerity and plain-dealing distinguish us, and 
with heart and tongue, we should join in promoting 
each other’s welfare. That is what matters. 

Do you, as a Montana Mason, agree with the 
positions stated below by representatives of 
Temples? Let us know: e-mail or write to us your 
thoughts.

Do you as a Noble in Montana, agree with the 
positions stated below by the representatives of 
your Temples? Do you know what they are doing 
are they asking you? Let them know-contact your 
Potentate or Divan members.

(1) From the 2013 Imperial Session - Effect of 
amendment if passed: This amendment would 
permit Algeria Shriners to initiate candidates 
18 years of age or older without any prerequisite 
requirements.

(2) From the 2008 Imperial Session- Effect of 
amendment of passed: The amendment would 
allow, Al Bedoo Shriners, Algeria Shriners and 
Bagdad Shriners too accept a petition from a 
candidate that they deem worthy even though he 
is not in good standing as a Master Mason.

The following is taken from the Proceedings 
Shriners International, 139th Annual Session, 
July 1-4, 2013, Indianapolis, Indiana:

Item Number 7 on the Call of the annual session 
of 2013, which begins on page 25 of the Call. It is 

a proposal to amend section 323.3 of Article 23 
of the bylaws of the Iowa Corporation by adding 
subsection (c) thereto, so that such section, as 
amended, will read as follows:

ARTICLE 23, Temple Membership, Section 323.3 
Prerequisite for Membership.

(a)    No change.
(b)    No change.
(c) Exception. Notwithstanding the foregoing 

sub-sections, nor any other provisions in these 
bylaws to the contrary, Algeria Shriners may accept 
petitions from candidates 18 years of age or older. 
The temple shall then thoroughly investigate 
the candidate in accordance with their temple 
procedures, or as may be provided by Shriners 
International. Thereafter, the petitions shall follow 
the procedure of these bylaws as all other petitions, 
as may be applicable. Any candidates elected to 
membership are, thereafter, not subject to the 
prerequisite requirements as recited in these bylaws, 
and they shall retain their membership unless 
suspended or terminated as provided in Section 
323.9 of these bylaws.

NOBLE ERIC J. ANDERSON: Imperial Sir, 
Imperial Sirs, Most Worshipful and Right 
Worshipful Grand Masters, Illustrious Sirs, and 
fellow Representatives. It gives me no great pleasure  
- let me get my act together first. Excuse me. I move 
for the acceptance of Item Number 7 on the Call.

NOBLE ERIC J. ANDERSON: Thank you, 
Imperial Sir. Fellow Representatives, I come here 
with not great honor submitting this legislation 
before you. The Grand Lodge in Montana is in 
utter chaos. They have had tribunals. They have 
done things that are doctoral of good Masonic 
symbolic teachings that we have been taught. I’m 
a past grand master of that great state. And I don’t 
see any reason why the Grand Lodge in Montana 
has requested our potentates in the state to pledge 
allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Montana. I don’t 
see why the grand master can quit debate on certain 
items in the state. I have no reason why they are 
against membership in the state. We have created 
90 Master Masons in the last five years. That is not 
enough membership to reduce the losses that we 
are seeing in our temples. 

They are handicapping my potentate and my 
divan of doing their job that they are elected and 
have taken their solemn oath and obligation to 
perform their duties. And I am asking you, as the 
voting Representatives of this body to give my 
potentate and my divan the opportunity to rebuild 
Algeria Shrine. Thank you.
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IMPERIAL POTENTATE MADSEN: Thank you. 

I need opposition. Imperial Sir Raoul.

IMPERIL SIR RAOUL L. FREVEL, SR.: Thank you, 
Imperial Sir. In all due respect to my good colleague 
Eric Anderson, who I have a tremendous amount 
of respect for, we can say this about a number of 
Grand Lodges. But, you know, gentlemen, we 
passed legislation yesterday that was needed, as 
Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder said, the Grand Haling sign 
went out and we took care of that. This here is just 
another, and then next year five more, and then ten 
more. When we separated from the Scottish and 
Rite in the year 2000, we were going to grow by 
great numbers. 

We blame everybody but ourselves. It’s not the 
Grand Lodge and the Scottish and York Rite, it’s 
our fault. They’re out there. They have to fix the 
problem in Montana by putting the right people 
in office and turn things around. The other two 
temples in Montana aren’t up here doing that. 

Gentlemen, the highest honor I ever received was 
on June 2nd, 1972, when I was raised to the Sublime 
Degree of a Master Mason. Not being potentate 
or Imperial Potentate. And we cannot lose the 
principles of Masonry, and I would suggest you vote 
this legislation down. Thank you. (Applause.)

IMPERIAL POTENTATE MADSEN: Anybody 
want to speak in favor? Okay. Call the question. All 
in favor raise your books. All opposed, up. It got 
defeated. Thank you.

The following is taken from the 2008 Imperial 
Session in St. Louis, MO, the following was also 
proposed by the Shrine Centers in Montana.

ARTICLE 23, Temple Membership Section 323.3. 
Prerequisite for Membership.

(a) No change.
(b) No. Change.
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions set forth in 

subsection (a) and (b) above, Al Bedoo Shriners, 
Algeria Shriners and Bagdad Shriners may accept 
a petition from a candidate that they deem worthy 
even though he is not in good standing as a Master 
Mason of a lodge recognized by or in amity with the 
Conference of rand Masters of North America.

NOBLE PAUL C. BEBO: Protocol having been 
established, I move that the adoption of Item 
Number 4 on the Call.

NOBLE PAUL C. BEBO: Well, good morning, and 
thank you for letting us talk on this item. Thank you, 
Illustrious Sir. I am Paul C. Bebo of Bagdad Temple 
of Butte, Montana. With the three temples in our 

great state, you can see that we are represented in a 
complete an joint effort. The other two potentates 
are here with me, joining me in this effort. I have 
been asked to express our position, but please know 
that we speak with one voice. 

We come here today representing the wishes of our 
Nobles. I stand not only as a potentate, an Imperial 
Representative, a sponsor of this legislation, and a 
Montana Noble, but as a past master of my lodge, I 
am my lodge’s instructor, I am the secretary of the 
Butte Valley of Scottish Rite, and I am a Mason, and 
I am proud of it. In the Masonic year of 1995 and 
‘96, the seated Grand Master implemented one-
day classes. These have existed until this Masonic 
year in one form or another. The requirement of 
these classes was to have a brother conform to the 
petitioning procedure, dedicated by the Montana 
code, but it was silent on the proficiency. The Grand 
Lodge line of today have decided to kick out these 
brethren who have not completed their proficiency 
in said degrees. This decision on the part of the 
Grand Lodge line results in the expulsion of 325 
Nobles of the Craft, many of whom have been 
Masons close to 13 years. These brothers will not 
receive due process, but will be notified by mail that 
they are no longer Masons. And, consequently, not 
able to obtain or maintain Shriner membership. 
Many of these brothers have taken an active part in 
their respective lodges and temples, and have done 
so in good faith. The have all paid yearly dues, and 
the Grand Lodge has charged them per capita every 
year, year after year. They have received dues cards. 
The Grand Lodge has recorded them as members 
of the fraternity. 

I could go on and tell you of numerous incidents 
of the potentates and divan of all three temples 
making trips to the Grand Lodge officers, but there 
isn’t time here today. We have attempted to reason 
with them on this and other issues to no avail. They 
have clear that they have no interest in working 
with us. Our own Imperial Sirs Bernie Lemieux and 
Jack Jones met with the Grand Master and grand 
secretary of Montana in an attempt to resolve this 
issue. They also had no avail. This is why we are 
submitted Item Number 4 as the three Montana 
potentates having gaining overwhelming support 
from our Nobles. 

Are we killing Masonry in Montana? We say 
no. We feel by adopting the rigorous investigation 
of membership that we have today, as well as 
promoting the teaching of Masonry in our temples, 
there will be every opportunity to have new Shriners 
become Masons in time. As showing these good 
men the brotherly love and social aspects of our 
organization, it will be a natural procedure for them 
to search out and receive the teachings of Masonry. 

This is why, this is why truly exposing new 
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members to a probable pool of the Masonry Order. 
We feel that this may be the salvation of Montana’s 
Grand Lodge which currently is in a leaner decline, 
and continues to see large membership decrease 
year after year. 

You may ask, are your Nobles behind us? Yes. 
Bagdad and Algeria has voted, or has had a vote 
of the Nobles at slated meetings to receive an 
overwhelming support on this issue. Al Bedoo 
discussed this legislation at a stated meeting of, 42 
members were there, and they only had four that 
said something against the procedure. Imperial Sir, 
at the conclusion of this discussion our temples 
would request a written ballot on this item.

 Now, let me continue here. I’ve just got a little bit 
more to say and – If you take a man and you wish 
to make him better and invite him in an honored 
fraternity and dowel him with all the rights and 
privileges of the Craft, take his fees and yearly dues, 
take his contribution of time and resources, then 
change the rule and expel him out without due 
process stating that he is a lesser man, I ask you, 
is that Masonry? Is that Justice. Is that what the 
Masonic family is all about? We say no. Please help 
us save Shrindom in Montana. Vote yes on Item 
Number 4 on the Call. Thank you.

IMPERIAL POTENTATE LEMIEUX: Thank you, 
sir. Is there anyone who wishes to speak against? 
this issue? Please come up.

NOBLE JAMES F. BOOKER: My name is Jim 
Booker and am assistant rabban of Sharon Temple 
in Tyler, Texas, and I am opposed to this resolution 
the erode of Masonry and Shrinedom. 

If you allow these temples to make Shriners that 
are not Master Masons, when they come to your 
state, they will be full-fledged Shriners. Next year 
they will be sitting next to you in this assembly and 
they will be full  fledged Shriners. They will not be 
under the qualifications that you have got to be to 
be a Mason. They could be on atheist, a felon, and 
all the things that we are against in Masonry. So I 
ask you, do not vote yes on this proposal.

 In the state of Montana right now is one of 
the easiest states to become a Mason. You are 
only required to memorize 51 questions and three 
obligations.  In the state of Texas you have got to 
memorize 85 questions just to be a Fellowcraft. So 
they have an easy way to be a Mason in the state 
of Montana now, and I have talked to their Grand 
Master on several occasions in the last month. He is 
a Shriner of 34 years. He is not against Shrinedom. 
They need to go to their lodges and their grand 
lodge and handle their problems and not bring their 
dirty laundry here. Thank you. (Applause.)

NOBLE GARY MATICAN: Okay. I’m making a 
motion that we amend this resolution and we have 
the Imperial Potentate declare that 325 Shriners 
remain in good standing.   

IMPERIAL POTENTATE LEMIEUX: We have a 
mot ion on the floor. 

I don’t think I understand it, because they are not 
in good standing at this time, if I’m not mistaken. 
They have not been expelled, correct?

NOBLE PAUL C. BEBO: Let me clarify that, sit. 
Three hundred and twenty-five Shriners in good 
standing can remain in Montana in the Shrine. 
But only these 325 Shriners, if they are not in good 
standing as Masons.

IMPERIAL POTENTATE LEMIEUX: I have to 
consult with the lawyers because I am not sure we 
can make that motion for the future, can we? Hang 
on a minute.

IMPERIAL POTENTATE LEMlEUX: Excuse 
me. The attorneys are still at it, but one indicated 
to me that it was against our bylaws anyway. And 
the answer is going to be no. But, let’s give them 
a few more minutes. Okay. I can tell you that the 
attorneys have come up with an opinion and that 
is that the amendment is definitely out of order. 
And that if, in fact, he wanted to amend it, it has to 
go into another sect ion of the bylaws which is not 
even being discussed.  Therefore, we won’t entertain 
that. So I think I see other gentlemen up there that 
would like to speak.

NOBLE TOM WEIK: Imperial Sir, my name is 
Tom Weik; I’m a member of Al Bedoo. On June 
19, 2008, at a stated meeting there were 42 Nobles 
present and four spoke against this. But at the same 
meeting absolutely none of the Nobles present at 
Al Bedoo spoke in favor of it. Overwhelmingly, the 
expression of those members at that stated meeting 
were in opposition to this amendment, to any 
change in Article 323 .3. Therefore, I recommend 
that you vote against this item. (Applause.)

IMPERIAL POTENTATE LEMIEUX: Thank you. 
We have another speaker over here.

NOBLE BOBBY B. SIMMONS: Imperial Sir, 
Imperial Officers, and fellow Representatives. I am 
Bobby Simmons from Al Sihah Shriners in Macon, 
Georgia. 

You know there are ways to do things in our 
fraternity. All the lodges have got bylaws. All the 
Grand Lodges have got rules and regulations, and 
if we want to change those things in our lodges and 
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Grand Lodges, we need to become a part of that 
operation. 

We don’t need to try to change operations if we 
are not abiding by the rules and regulations. They 
have got a regulations or a rule that you have got to 
turn in a petition on your obligation. You have got 
certain things that you have got to do. If you want 
to change that, you need to become a part of your 
Grand Lodge and get the support and do the thing 
in the right way. This is not the right way. 

We as Shriners are -- (Applause) -- Masons and 
we want to always be a Mason, and let’s do the right 
thing, and straighten the things out the right way. 
God bless each Noble here today. (Applause.)

IMPERIAL POTENTATE LEMIEUX: Thank 
you, sir. I see no one else up to speak to this. So we 
will call for the question. There has been a request 
to do this by a written ballot, and it is up lo you 
-- ...cries of “no” ensued -- would you just -- let 
me finish = but it is up to you, the membership, to 
make that. So I am going to ask the question. Do 
you want a written ballot? ... cries of “no” ensued 
...I don’t have to ask the second one. That is done. 
So what we will do is to do this by voice vote. All 
those in favor of the motion signify by saying aye. 
All those opposed to the motion, signify by saying 
nay. That was loud and clear. I don’t think we have 
a problem there. It was defeated. Thank you very 
much. (Applause.)

Algeria Potentate - Richard Horton (13), (406) 544-3880, rhorton@fsbmsla.com

Al Bedoo Potentate - Darren DeHass (29), (406) 896-5607, dad@bresnan.net

Bagdad Potentate - Jeff Wilborn(*), (406) 683-6467
          
                *Not a member of a Montana Lodge, was a member of Monitor No.35
                  but not reported as an active member since 2011.
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Jack R. Levitt PGM(CA) #1,6&18

Music helps us appreciate the natural harmony of 
the world and teaches the art of forming concords, 
so as to compose delightful harmony.  By it, man 
is reminded that the Universe is founded on the 
laws of celestial harmonics and that harmony and 
rhythm are all pervading; and 

Astronomy impresses upon us that everything 
has a season, and that everything is connected.  By 
it, man gains an understanding of the immensities 
of time and space, of his own relationship to the 
Universe, and of the awesomeness of the unknown 
Power that is constantly driving the innumerable 
stars of the firmament through illimitable space.

Like Freemasonry, the study of the seven liberal 
arts and sciences is a life-long pursuit.
                                                               

Grammar, rhetoric, logic/dialectic, arithmetic, geometry, music, 
and astronomy/astrology. From the twelfth century Hortus 
Deliciarum.

The seven liberal arts and sciences became a 
mainstay of Masonry in 16th Century Europe when 
the leaders of operative Freemasonry decided the 
members needed more than just technical skills.  
Earlier parts of seven were encouraged by men, such 
as Plato, Socrates and Aristotle, who understood the 
importance of a broad education.

The study of them, besides polishing and adorning 
the mind, is earnestly recommended because each 
liberal art or science allows us to cultivate discovering 
meaning in the people, places, and events that we have 
contact with, so that we can live our day-to-day lives 
with greater intention, meaning and wisdom.

They materially add to self-improvement by 
the development of one’s intellectual faculties, by 
elevation of one’s moral and spiritual character, and 
by the acquisition of knowledge.

They contain more than is presented in the Staircase 
Lecture.  Consider the following explanations of them:

Grammar, which instructs us to choose our words 
carefully, teaches us to think before we speak and to 
realize the power of words.  By it, man has learned 
to express in noble and lofty words his innermost 
thoughts and ideals;

Rhetoric teaches us that what others hear is the 
most important part of what we say.  By it, man is 
enabled to conceal his desires, under the protective 
covering of ambiguous language and figures of 
speech;

Logic teaches us to consider the facts and appeal 
to reason before making decisions.  By it, man 
is trained in the organization of the intellectual 
faculties with which he has been endowed;

Arithmetic teaches us to separate fact from 
feeling in the pursuit of truth.  By it, man is not only 
instructed in the mysteries of the Universal Order, 
but also gains the key to multitude, magnitude and 
proportion.

Geometry helps us understand what creates 
a solid foundation and a beautiful aesthetic.  By 
it, man is inducted into the mathematics of the 
rhythm and harmony of angles and the philosophy 
of organization;
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The Montana Masonic Foundation and local area 
Masonic Lodges like Dillon Masonic Lodge No. 16 
have been promoting reading in the public schools 
for many years. Prior to 2005 the Montana Masonic 
Foundation in conjunction with local Lodges had a 
Scholarship Program for High School Students; there 
are a few Lodges around the State that still conduct 
this program.

In 2005 we started the Bikes for Books Reading 
Program. This program is made available by the 
Montana Masonic Foundation as a public charity and 
awareness program promoting public education.

The preliminary design of the Bikes for Books 
program is to approach a local school (usually 
elementary, the recommended grade levels should be 
grade 1 through 4) and have the school library run a 
reading promotion program. For each book a child 
reads they are allowed to put an entry slip in for a 
drawing for a new Bike. 

The more books the student reads the more entries 
the get to make thus increasing the chances of being 
selected. The local Lodge participation comes from 
donating the bikes, attending the drawing and award 
ceremony, and possibly by assisting in the reading of 
books to the lower grades. The Lodge can on their 
own, also add more to the program and awards to the 
extent the school system will allow.

In each community it is up the local Lodge to 
participate, and to how many schools they work with 
and how many Bikes they make available.

For the 2013- year the Montana Masonic Foundation 
has added the Kindles for Kids program.  Lodges may 
continue with Bikes for Books or utilize the Kindles 
for Kids or a combination of both. The program is 
basically the same the only thing different is will a 
student win a Bike or Kindle. The Bikes for Books 
program will be phased out in favor of the Kindles for 
Kids. Many if not most school libraries have the ability 
to download selected electronic books, and of course 
many books are available for free from Amazon; of 
course remember the Kindle is to keep a student 
excited and interested in reading. Here in Montana 
we also have some authors of children’s books who 
are working with Amazon and the Montana Masonic 
Foundation to make some specific children’s books 
available for fee donated by author of children’s books 
who live here.

The Montana Masonic Foundation 
Reading Achievement Program

This program is made available by the Montana 
Masonic Foundation and local area Lodges as a public 
charity and awareness program promoting public 
education. The aim of this program is to encourage 
grade school children to learn to enjoy reading. 

For more information contact your District Officer.

What does 300 Kindles look like?

There are still a few Kindles available if your 
Lodge is interested in participation. You can find 
the form on-line, ask your District Officer or call 
the Grand Lodge Office.
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E. C. Day Chapter of DeMolay 
Helping  with  the  Kindles  for  Kids  Program

Members of the E.C. Day Chapter of DeMolay 
proved their skill and interest in the Kindles for 
Kids Program by giving their time to help place 
custom designed “skins” on 300 Kindles. 

EC Day Chapter DeMolay Officers 2014
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I have on numerous occasions sat in lodges and 
watched and listened as Worshipful Masters, Past 
Masters, and other brothers completely ignored 
Masonic Codes and etiquette when it came to matters 
of balloting and voting. There seems to be much 
misunderstanding, and misinformation regarding 
how votes are to be conducted in a lodge. I hope, 
with this article, to provide some specific guidance in 
accordance to the Montana Masonic Code (MMC) and 
Masonic tradition, appropriate to constituent lodges. 

First, there are the specific requirements set 
forth in the MMC. These are the hard and fast 
rules, which allow for little interpretation or 
deviation.  Then secondarily, are the traditional 
rules, sometimes referred to as “Masonic Etiquette.” 
One of the problems with Masonic Etiquette and 
the “Ancient Landmarks” in many U.S. grand 
jurisdictions including Montana, is that while they 
are referred to, and ostensibly followed, they are not 
written down in any generally accepted documents.
 

It is important to explain the statutory, traditional 
and ancient powers of the Worshipful Master.  The 
Worshipful Master of a Masonic lodge is much more 
than a presiding officer.1 When he is sitting in the 
East; the Master has control of the lodge. While he 
may allow or solicit motions, he is not required to do 
so. He may decide who is recognized to speak, what 
matters may be discussed, when to stop discussion, 
and even whether a matter may be put to a vote.  The 
Master has a vote on all matters, and may even cast 
a second vote in case of a tie2.  Motions to adjourn, 
division of the lodge and calling for the question by 
lodge members are never in order, those are solely at 
the discretion of the Worshipful Master.  While most 
Masters will accept motions from the brothers, he is 
not required to do so.   Additionally, the Master may 
put a matter to a vote by making his own motion. 

“It is the Master’s right to control lodge business 
and work. He decides all points of order and no 
appeal from his decision may be taken to the lodge. 
He can initiate and terminate debate at his pleasure, 
he can second any motion, propose any motion, vote 
twice in the case of a tie (not universal), open and 
close at his pleasure, with the usual exception that 
he may not open a Special Communication at an 
hour earlier than that given in the notice, or a Stated 
Communication earlier than the hour stated in the by-
laws, without dispensation from the Grand Master.

 He is responsible only to the Grand Master and the 
Grand the Grand Lodge, the obligations he assumed 
when he was installed, his conscience and his God.3

The question that would now be raised by 
uninformed brothers is, “What about Robert’s 
Rules of Order?”  The best quick answer to that 
question is the following quote from “ROBERT’S 
RULES OF ORDER: MASONIC EDITION 
REVISED AND EDITED BY MICHAEL R. POLL”. 

“The problem has always been that this work was not 
written with the Masonic lodge in mind and Masonic 
lodges do not always follow classic parliamentary 
procedure.  Many aspects of a properly run lodge 
are in conflict with what is considered correct 
parliamentary procedure.  An example would be the 
relationship between the membership of a lodge and 
the Worshipful Master.  In a club, there are times when 
the ruling of the presiding officer can be overturned 
by a vote of the membership.  Such is not the case in a 
Masonic lodge.  The nature of the office of Worshipful 
Master gives the one holding this office authority not 
held by the presiding officer of most clubs.  Any action 
of the membership that infringes on the authority or 
rights of the Worshipful Master are out of order.”4 

According to the MMC , voting in lodge may be 
conducted in three manners: Publicly by the uplifted 
hand; privately, by written ballot; and by the casting of 
white balls or black cubes.5 Most lodge business may be 
conducted by voting by the upraised hand.5  However, 
the code specifies that officers must be elected by a 
written ballot. (Election of officers by a show of hands 
or voice vote is not allowed.)5 And of course balloting 
on candidates must be by white balls and black cubes.5

 
By the MMC and tradition each Master Mason, in 

good standing in the lodge, and is present is required 
to vote6, unless the vote would directly benefit him.  
A member choosing to abstain is not allowed by 
code, it is also a failure to fulfill your Masonic duty, 
and disobedience of the Worshipful Master’s order.7
 

Hopefully this article will not only clear 
up some misunderstandings about voting in 
lodge. It should also call attention to the need 
for each member to give careful thought to 
who you decide to elect as Worshipful Master.

  Lodge Elections, Balloting and Voting
Blake Gardiner (3)
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References:
1 Montana Masonic Code §28020
2 Montana Masonic Code §28030
3 “THE POWERS OF THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER” 
     MSA Short Talk Bulletin - Vol.VII August, 1929 No.8
4 “ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER: MASONIC  EDITION
     REVISED AND EDITED BY MICHAEL R. POLL”
     Second Edition, © 2005-2007 Cornerstone Book 
     Publishers.  (Used with permission.)
5 Montana Masonic Code §32010
6 Montana Masonic Code §32020
7 Montana Masonic Code §32030

As Wisdom begins with wonder, have you 
ever wondered at that portion of the opening 
charge wherein we are told– “Wisdom dwells in 
contemplation, there we must seek her.”  

If so, have you taken any steps toward understanding 
what it means?   Your mere knowledge of the words 
would only mean you can recite the charge, but your 
understanding of the words can only be acquired if 
you contemplate the meaning.

To understand our ritual it is necessary to realize 
that it is Wisdom and not just knowledge that accords 
us the ability to understand and apply to our every-
day lives the principles of our Craft.  

Wisdom is the right use of knowledge.  You, for 
instance, might have the knowledge that a tomato is a 
fruit, but it takes wisdom for you not to put it in a fruit 
salad. For a Masonic example: While you may have 
knowledge of that portion of the ritual which suggests 
that our duty is not to be better than our brethren, but 
to be better than ourselves, has it occurred to you that 
it includes meaning we must exercise forbearance 
under provocation and always show tolerance, even 
to those who err against us.  Or that it means that we 
must keep on the right course despite condemnation 
or derision or misunderstanding?

Wisdom can never be achieved merely by listening 
to oral explanations or lectures or reading books.  You 
must go on a path of personal practice and experience 
to open up, by interpretation and understanding, the 
hidden mysteries of the Craft.

To acquire Masonic Wisdom you must be a 
diligent thinker.  You must study and contemplate the 
meanings of Freemasonry’s symbols and allegories. 
When you do, you will help fulfill our Craft’s mission 
by becoming wiser, better and consequently happier.
                           

W I S D O M

Jack R. Levitt PGM(CA) #1,6 & 18

WM Paul Martello, Helena Lodge No. 3 
presenting the Montana 50 Year Award to Elbert 
C. Fazenbaker

50 Years

Elbert Fazenbaker
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Whitefish Lodge #64 hosted a Lodge of Instruction, 
Saturday, November 18 at the Kalispell Temple. Fifteen 
Masons representing their Lodges were from Kalispell 
42 & 152, Bigfork 150, Eureka 93 and Whitefish 64. The 
labor for the day was completing the examination 
on the CONSTITUTION and CODE OF STATUES 
which is a part of the qualifications for the Instructor 
Certified Program. In addition the program is to 
assist members with having a better understanding 
of the CONSTITUTION and CODE OF STATUES 
which in turn will allow members to successful Lodge 
Management. 

Don Slaybaugh, PM 

Kalispell Lodge 152 hosted a dinner for Past Masters 
on Thursday evening, November 14. Dinner was 
prepared by SW Phil Jones (152) and his wife which 
was a seafood boil and enjoyed by the 42 that were in 
attendance. A challenge coin was presented to each 
Past Master. After the dinner, Lodge was opened 
on the MM Degree with all Past Masters filling in 
the offices. Twenty seven Masons were present for 
the meeting representing Kalispell Lodges 42 & 152, 
Whitefish 64, Columbia Falls 89, Eureka 93, Scobey 
109 and Bigfork 150. A great evening was enjoyed by 
all and plans are to continue with a joint dinner next 
year.

Don Slaybaugh,PM
 

Whitefish Lodge No. 64 In The News

Ross C Jensen Chapter DeMolay

Officers 2014



Page 21

  Montana Freemason                                         March 2014                                           Volume 90   Number 1

     Introduction  

It is virtually unknown by Montana Masons that 
Albert Pike not only visited Montana in his capacity 
as a Mason, but did so at least twice - making stops 
in a handful of places, including Butte, Deer Lodge, 
and Helena - and remained in correspondence with 
Montanans as well. It is probably almost as unknown 
that while Pike was the champion of the Scottish Rite, 
he defended the Blue Lodge, or three “Craft” degrees, 
as being essential.

When most Masons think of Albert Pike, two 
things immediately come to mind: his 860+ page 
book, Morals and Dogma, and the organization he 
wrote that book for, the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. 
Many Masons are aware that Pike spent a large portion 
of his life in Arkansas, was a popular Western figure, 
participated in the American Civil War, and lived out 
his remaining days in Washington, D.C. Still some 
fewer Masons are familiar enough with Pike through 
having made an attempt at reading some of Morals 
and Dogma (M&D). 

The bewildering number of topics that Pike covers 
in M&D often left readers puzzling: what did “Uncle 
Albert” mean when he wrote on a particular topic? 
Was he advocating any particular religious or mystical 
experiences? Did any of it pertain to “Blue Lodge,” or 
was it all strictly of interest to Scottish Rite Masons?

 Given time, the impenetrability of Morals and 
Dogma has meant that, upon landing on any given 
passage in the work while casually flipping through it, 
the reader is often left confused. Further writers have 
made the situation no better, because Albert Pike is 
often used as a mouthpiece for their own interests, 
and those interests, through misunderstanding 
(deliberate or otherwise), have tended toward the 
“esoteric occult.” 

Over the last several years, my own encounters 
with fellow Freemasons has led me into conversations 
dealing with the “esoteric occult,” and, invariably, 
Albert Pike’s Morals and Dogma is trotted out to 
support a(ny) position. When I offer contradictory 
evidence, from Pike himself, my verbal partners 
circle back to a cherry-picked passage of Morals and 
Dogma.

In examining Pike’s life for an article that I was 
writing for the Scottish Rite Research Society’s 
newsletter, the Plumbline, I gave a second glance to 
something that had struck me in the past: Albert Pike 

seems to be a man stuck in time; that is to say, that 
when we speak of Albert Pike, he is almost always 
taken in the context of Morals and Dogma, and we 
ignore the fact that he lived for almost 20 more years 
after the publication of the text. It occurred to me 
then, as it had previously, that to continue to attribute 
things to the Pike of 1872 (when M&D was published) 
as if he had never matured, was to effectively silence 
the remainder of his life. What did he have to say later 
in life about many of the topics seized upon by those 
so enamored of the esoteric occult? 

As it turns out, Albert Pike, as he continued to 
grow in Masonic knowledge and personal wisdom, 
admitted time and again that he had been easily misled 
at times, and at others, had changed his position as 
new information became available. This is about the 
neglected period of Pike’s life.
     
[1] Albert Pike, the Blue Lodge, and Montana Masons
     

The fact is, Pike did not remain on a “mystical” 
joyride for the remainder of his life, but rather became 
a hard traveling administrator. It is entirely fitting that 
Pike would close a chapter of his life with completion 
of Morals & Dogma, and later explain to others that 
several of the things that were apparently endorsed 
in M&D during his cataloguing of the processes of 
human religions and quasi-mystical sects were not 
in fact endorsements, but just that – an attempt to 
systematize and understand morality and ethics 
across various times and peoples. Several statements 
will follow showing that Pike had no problem at 
all sorting out fact from fancy, the real versus the 
imagine.

Here is Arturo de Hoyos’ contextualization of 
Pike during his active (Morals & Dogma) era: “Prior 
to the emergence of the ‘authentic school’ Pike 
had, like many others, read the speculations and 
theories of earlier writers, sometimes accepting their 
fantastic claims of the Fraternity’s supposedly ancient 
origins. He tells us that, for a time, he put faith in the 
‘fancies about the Egyptian origin’ of Freemasonry 
(a notion spread today in the popular but uncritical 
book, The Hiram Key), but he ultimately rejected 
this and similarly unfounded ‘fancies.’ He lamented 
over the baseless conclusions and contradictions he 
encountered, at times wondering if there was actually 
anything of value to be found. In frustration he 
even considered abandoning the study of Masonic 
symbolism altogether, but consequently resolved to 
retain the symbols and abandon the expositors. Even 
by today’s standards Pike was a rare type of Freemason, 

Albert Pike’s Esoterika
Dan Gardiner (3)



Page 22

  Montana Freemason                                         March 2014                                           Volume 90   Number 1
willing to sacrifice his opinions and prejudices upon 
the altar of truth. He was a wide reader possessed of 
a critical faculty. A sensible person, his notions—at 
times lofty and idealistic—were nonetheless founded 
in reality. Profoundly interested in the nature of truth, 
he studied archeology, anthropology, comparative 
religion, and philosophy, realizing a harmony of 
ideas (as opposed to syncretism) which helped him 
appreciate the great quest of humanity and fostered 
in him a tolerance of others’ beliefs. His grasp and 
understanding of Masonic history was excellent, 
but not ‘complete’ (alas! nobody can claim this) 
and, as we shall see, he too would err in some of 
his interpretations of Masonic symbols. But he did 
possess the greatest quality of a good investigator: he 
considered all available evidence, and dismissed his 
own theories when verifiable data outweighed his 
notions, however dear and venerable.” (de Hoyos, 
Esoterika, Introduction)

     In Pike’s own words:

“Then I proceeded to investigate for myself, 
expending more than a thousand dollars in books 
wherein to study the ancient symbolism, to learn 
what was taught in the old mysteries, and to find, if 
I could, the origin and old meanings of the symbols 
of Masonry. Of course I made what I thought to be 
valuable discoveries, which turned out to be worthless; 
I followed clues which led to nothing; I wasted time 
in idle speculations about the astronomical meanings 
contained in the Hiramic legend; I formed crude 
theories and abandoned them; I fell into many errors. 
I put faith for a time in Bro. Rockwell’s fancies about 
the Egyptian origin of the symbols; and at last told 
him I did not believe a word in it all; that he was, I 
believed, looking for Masonic origins too far away, 
holding his head too high in the air and looking over 
the truth that was right at his feet, if any where.” (de 
Hoyos)

Now, we should be very arrogant indeed to not 
take Pike at his own word above. However, these 
statements below should help to strengthen our case 
that Pike was a man capable of evolving and becoming 
wiser:

“...Pike later came to see the folly of “astronomical” 
speculations, and abandoned them completely. 
In a letter to a friend, he wrote: “I think that no 
speculations are more barren than those in regard 
to the astronomical character of the symbols of 
Masonry, except those about the Numbers and their 
combinations of the Kabalah. All that is said about 
Numbers in that lecture, if not mere jugglery, amounts 
to nothing... The astronomical explanations of them, 
however plausible, would only show that they taught 

no truths, moral or religious. As to tricks played with 
Numbers, they only show what freaks of absurdity, if 
not insanity, the human intellect can indulge.” Albert 
Pike, Jan. 25, 1887, to Brenton D. Babcock, in Mackey, 
An Encyclopedia of Freemasonry (1946), 2:775-76. 
Cf. M&D 25:122 (in de Hoyos’ Annotated Morals and 
Dogma, p. 530, note 50)

“Pike dismissed the spiritualistic and occult 
notions some ascribed to Freemasonry, writing: 
“The superiority of Freemasonry to every other 
order and association consists in its symbols... It 
has no secret knowledge of any kind. There was, in 
the ancient initiations, something like the modern 
spiritualism; but there is nothing of this or of magic in 
Freemasonry.” Pike, Lecture on Masonic Symbolism 
(1875), in Hutchens, Pike’s Lecture on Masonic 
Symbolism (2006) (in de Hoyos’ Annotated Morals 
and Dogma, p.949, note 16)

“I think that you couldn’t engage in a more 
unprofitable study than Theosophy. What would 
you think of a man who should devote his life to 
writing about what Electricity essentially is? That is 
the real meaning of the word Theosophy “Wisdom 
or knowledge in regard to the essentiality of God.” 
It seems, however to be used in a wider sense, of 
“Spiritual knowledge or insight.” I have looked 
through Madam Blavatsky’s “Isis,” and found it to be 
a compilation (except so far as it contains her own 
hallucinations), of extracts from writings well known 
to me, and of no real value. When these people get 
out of the realm of phenomena, physical and mental, 
of what we can have actual knowledge, they become 
simply unintelligible, like Eliphas Levi, all of whose 
writings I have.

“If they could really teach me anything beyond 
what I can know without them, as to the world of 
spirit or my own spirit, I should be glad to hear: but 
I am satisfied that they really know no more about it 
than I do. I told Dr. Olcott once that I happen to know 
something about the Veda, and there was nothing 
mystical in it. Swedenborg and Iacob Behmen are 
entirely unintelligible w/me, and Madame Blavatsky 
a humbug.

“Dr. Elliot Coues, here, is a High Priest of 
Theosophy: and when I told him the other day that 
the study of Spiritualism never did any one any good, 
he agreed with me. It is all visionary, like grasping at 
unpalpable colours in the sky, or ether, - an attempt to 
explore in word, mere indefinite shadows which the 
writer vainly endeavors to make into ideal.” Albert 
Pike letter to Harpin Davies, March 26, 1889, as quoted 
by Daniel Gardiner, in Plumbline, Vol. 20 No. 3.
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Theosophy is a humbug, Levi, Boehme, 

Swedenbourg, unintelligible, Blavatsky delusional, 
astrology is barren, speculating on numbers and 
their combinations in the KABBALAH is barren, 
freemasonry has no supernatural secrets, and there is 
no spiritualism or magic/occult in masonry.

How did we get here?! Quoting Pike from 1872 in 
Morals & Dogma won’t save us, this time. The fact is, 
Pike essentially completed his last key scholarly tasks 
in 1874, and for the next dozen years spent the majority 
of it traveling extensively – so much so that few men 
today travel as much or often, and his at a time when 
it meant discomfort, idle hours, more 
discomfort, poor weather (both hot 
and cold) and perennial sickness. 
In conjunction with his traveling, 
Albert Pike contributed an enormous 
amount of time and energy in his 
capacity of administrator for 
the Scottish Rite. To ignore the 
metamorphosis of Pike post 
Morals & Dogma, and the 
evolution of his thought, is to be 
academically stupid. And yet, 
that is exactly what has been 
the case following Pike’s 
death. These extracts above 
from Pike – a lecture in 1875, and letters written in 
1887 and 1889 - give us an insight into how Pike’s life as 
a living man has been ignored, in order to concentrate 
solely on a book first published in 1872. 

What follows below is a chronology of Pike’s life 
post-Morals & Dogma that substantiates Pike’s own 
later quotes given above. It is a selection of life events 
culled from two books, and shows Pike completing 
more in “old age” than most Masons complete in a 
lifetime. We get to watch the progression of Pike from 
providing scholarship and jurisprudential advice 
from a pulpit back east, to administrating his Scottish 
Rite empire and finding the joy of traveling out west 
and meeting the “man on the street.”

[2] 1872-1874: The End of Scholarship

Brown says of Pike, who died in April 1891, that 
circa 1874, “... Pike took less and less interest in his law 
practice and increasingly devoted himself, as he had 
for two or three years before the move, to his duties as 
Grand Commander of the Scottish Rite and to writing 
and research for that order and his own satisfaction.” 
Brown, p.457

“He [Pike] had completed the rituals, liturgies, 
and ceremonies of the Scottish Rite in the years 1863 
through 68, and by 1870 they had all been printed 

and adopted as the official work of the Southern 
Jurisdiction.” Brown, p.457

“By 1874, Pike had written three treatises of over six 
thousand manuscript pages based on an investigation 
of the Zend Avesta and the Vedic hymns... The 
undertaking had been a “labor of love,” but it had 
also been a fatiguing one. Moreover, he had been 
engaged in making meticulous corrections to the 
Scottish ritual at the same time. This exacting work 
had sapped his enthusiasm apparently, for on the 
completion of his Irano-Aryan Theosophy in 1874, he 
confessed to Vinnie Ream that for seventeen years he 

had constantly labored, in his leisure time, 
under some self-imposed task. The last 
was now finished and he thought he would 
set himself no other. He was content with 
what he knew of the Veda and Zend Avesta, 
“believing that I have learned what the Gods 
of the Zarathusra were.””  If Pike can state in 
1889 that he knows the Vedas, and that there 
is nothing mystical in them, it is after having 
written thousands of pages upon them while 
studying them. Brown, p.460

“The preparation of his manuscripts on 
the Aryan religion was the last project of such 

magnitude that Pike attempted. In fact the year 1874 
marks the end of his serious scholarship not only for 
the Scottish Rite but also for himself. “I am inclined 
to rest now,” he confessed to Vinnie Ream that year, 
“and to read no longer as a toil or to accumulate 
knowledge, but for recreation.” He had heard it 
said that Cato had begun to learn Greek at the age 
of eighty. He was content to admire Cato’s example 
without desiring to follow it. “After many years of 
diligent labor in compiling and writing books for an 
ancient association, in the hope of benefiting men 
thereby, and having consumed the last two years in 
writing commentaries on the Ancient books of our 
Aryan race,” he desired, he said on another occasion 
in 1874, “to imitate one who having plied the oars until 
he is weary, lets the blades swing idly in the water, and 
floats down the stream in the shadow of the trees.” 
Brown, p.460

In 1876, Pike wrote: “I am quite content to see the 
Rite advance slowly, if I can see advance surely. It was 
*nothing*, in 1859. It is something, now, at anyrate 
[sic].” Pike then began to muse not upon the condition 
of the rituals and teachings of the Scottish Rite as 
much as he had before (although he maintained an 
interest in them and revising them), but the condition 
of the Lodges and his administration of the Supreme 
Council. Carter, p. 113
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Carter shares a statement by Pike in 1884 that 

confirms that he considered the bulk of his academic 
career closed by the time Morals and Dogma was put 
to print in 1872. “Pike then said that all he thought, 
twenty-five years ago, could be accomplished for the 
Rite, “and very much more” had been done. This 
statement was followed by a proposal that an invested 
charity fund... be created.” This Fund later became a 
focus for Pike. Carter, p. 283

[3] 1876-1880: The Four Western Tours

“Meanwhile Pike’s Masonic duties were demanding 
an increasing amount of his time. By the late seventies 
he feared that the Northern Supreme Council had 
intentions of encroaching upon the domain of the 
Southern Jurisdiction. He needed to travel into the 
western states and territories to build up the Scottish 
Rite and to establish control of his Supreme Council 
over the whole region west of the Mississippi and 
south of the Ohio, but he was desperately poor and 
could not do it with his own means. Four times - 
in 1876, 1878, 1879 and 1880 - he went on extensive 
western and southern visitations into the Southern 
Jurisdiction at the expense of the Supreme Council, 
and three times on returning home he found himself 
without money to buy bread.” In fact, Pike continued 
long tours in 1882 and ’83 and ’84 and again in 1885. 
Brown, p. 463

While it was not the only thing Pike did 
administratively for the Supreme Council in his 
post-Morals &Dogma years, it was one of the most 
significant. An 1880 formerly Confidential Allocution 
by Pike, published by Carter, shares him saying that, 
“I had learned, early in 1878, that in all that part of our 
jurisdiction between the Mississippi and the Pacific 
States, our Rite was in a paralytic and perishing 
condition.” He then goes on to catalogue a list of the 
dead or dysfunctional bodies across the United States. 
Immediately preceding this statement, Pike had also 
noted that “Prior to 1878, the Supreme Council for 
the Northern Jurisdiction had seen fit, using phrases 
at which we might have justly taken umbrage as 
indecorous, to prefere anew its claim to exclusive or 
concurrent jurisdiction over the Country acquired 
by the United States since 1827.” In other words, the 
Northern Jurisdiction was threatening to stake claims 
out West. Carter, p. 193

In 1881 it was initially reported in Montana that 
signs were again seen “by the representatives of 
spurious Cerneau bodies followed almost immediately 
by similar letters from widely separated localities.” 
These reports of clandestine bodies were as far apart 
as Canada and Florida. Carter, p. 214. 

Taken together, the dilapidated state of the Scottish 
Rite (again), the imminent incursion by the Northern 
Jurisdiction, as well as the problems of clandestine 
Scottish Rite groups springing up again, all had an 
impact on Pike making several enormous tours of 
the country. Pike wrote in 1880: “Knowing in part 
this condition of things, I, unwillingly leaving home 
and suspending my studies, undertook to change it.” 
Carter, p.195

Carter says that “Born somewhat of a mystic and 
plagued with frustration in other areas of his life, Pike 
turned more and more, as the years progressed, to 
Scottish Rite Masonry as an outlet and a fulfillment for 
his energy and ability. By the end of 1878, it is evident 
that he had ended all pretense of major activity in 
any other endeavor - he had become the apostle of 
Scottish Rite Masonry without equal...” Carter, p. 179

“Grand Commander Pike opened 1880 with some 
intensive study and writing; for five weeks, he had not 
left his rooms. Later events in the year indicate that 
portions of this work were devoted to the preparation 
of materials for No. 1 Volume IV of the Official 
Bulletin, to an analysis of what he had learned during 
his western tours of 1878 and 1879, and to preparations 
for a third tour to the Jurisdiction prior to the Session 
of the Supreme Council scheduled to open on the 
“third Monday in October,” 1880.” Carter, p.185

“Pike’s successful defense of the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Council was another 
major achievement to his credit. It began with his 
insistence that all sections of the Jurisdiction be 
represented in the membership of the Supreme 
Council... For a short period of time after the close of 
the Civil War, there was a demand from the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction that the boundary lines be 
revised whereby the territory under that Jurisdiction 
would expand. Pike refused to consider the proposal 
and instituted measures to insure the territorial 
integrity of the Southern Jurisdiction. The rise of 
Cerneauism constituted a threat to the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Council during all of 
Pike’s administration. His vigorous condemnations 
of illegitimate Cerneauism and the impregnable 
presentation of the justice and right of the claims 
of the Supreme Council  in thousands of words of 
writings not only preserved legitimate Scottish Rite 
Masonry in the Southern Jurisdiction but aided other 
Supreme Councils in their struggles with imposters.” 
Carter, p. 381

[4] 1880-1886: Administrative Leisure: More Touring

Again, Pike shows that he considered his scholarly 
activities largely a bygone era, when Brown says of 
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him that by 1880 he wished to dedicate his remaining 
time to leisurely study and administrative duties for 
the Scottish Rite, “He was old and “sick and sore and 
weary”... he was also tired of practicing law: “I wish 
to devote what remains of my life to the propagation 
of the Rite, by such personal exertions as I have 
used since our last session, and to my studies, which 
have already borne fruit embodied in our Degrees.”” 
Brown, p. 463

Brown shares a further Pike quote which 
demonstrates that he considered his scholarly labors 
behind him, and highlights his travelling on behalf of 
the Rite: “Others must speak of the extent and value 
of his past labor for the order, but he would say it had 
been so extended that for the future it would require 
much of his time. He must “continue to conduct 
the correspondence, maintain our intercourse 
with foreign Powers, resist encroachments on our 
jurisdiction, and travel largely, to incite Brethren and 
encourage them, and to gain new members.” Brown, 
p. 463

“Pike lived from 1880 to 1883 in the Supreme 
Council rooms at 218 Third Street. He traveled much 
of the time during spring, summer, and fall of these 
years visiting and organizing bodies of the rite. A 
seven-thousand-mile itinerary of 1880 took him to 
Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas, New Mexico, Colorado, 
Wyoming, and Missouri. The next year he journeyed 
over twelve thousand miles, going in the spring to 
the Midwestern states and territories of the trans-
Mississippi and in the fall into Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, South and North Carolina, and Virginia.” 
Brown, p. 464

“Pike returned to the South on visitations in the 
spring of 1882, working at Jacksonville and Pensacola 
in Florida, at Albany, Macon, Atlanta, and Savannah 
in Georgia, and at Montgomery in Alabama… The 
spring of 1883 found him on a trip to the Pacific Coast 
by way of New Orleans, El Paso, New Mexico, and 
Arizona.” Brown, p. 464

“By the fourth of May [1883] he had recovered 
and had proceeded by way of Los Angeles to San 
Francisco. He worked in and near that city until 
sometime after the middle of June and then sailed to 
Portland, Oregon, and thence to Seattle, Washington, 
where he labored until August. From Seattle he went 
to Helena, Montana, and from there he returned by 
way of Minnesota and Iowa to Washington, D.C., 
reaching there in late September. He then moved 
himself and library in a building that he and William 
H. Ireland, Grand Secretary, had purchased for the 
Supreme Council the previous march.” Brown, p. 465

“The lengthy and arduous trip of 1883, the backlog 
of correspondence that awaited him at its end, and the 
worry and confusion connected with moving to a new 
place had a telling effect on Pike… By June he had 
become adjusted to his new surroundings and was 
quite content among his books and birds – he always 
had over fifty caged songbirds near him in these last 
years.” Brown, p. 465

Carter says of Pike’s 1883 tour that “The trip is 
estimated to have covered 11,450 miles and required 
six months of travel.” Further, he says, “For the times 
and conditions, the journey would have been an 
epic undertaking for a young man; Pike was in his 
seventy-fourth year, having been born December 29, 
1809, and he had been ill much of the time during 
the decade preceding the trip. It was a marvelous 
accomplishment by Pike and its results were a great 
tribute to the Grand Commander and to Scottish Rite 
Masonry at that time.” Indeed, Pike frequently was 
stricken with viruses and other maladies during his 
trips as well. Carter, p. 276

“It is unknown when and how Grand Commander 
Pike determined to make a journey through Missouri, 
Kansas, Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Alabama and 
Georgia in late 1884 but it is certain that the decision 
was final on October 24, 1884, when he drew $150 
from Supreme council funds to defray the expenses of 
the trip.” Carter, p. 289

“But in April he was set back by a three-week 
siege of gout. He shook it off quickly, however, and 
in the summer of 1885 went on an extensive trip 
into Nebraska, Missouri, Wyoming, Utah, Montana, 
North Dakota, Minnesota, and Iowa… he wrote… 
“Traveling does me good; but I am weary of it. I want 
to be among my books and to see and hear my birds.” 
He was home again by September, worn out and sick.” 
Brown, p. 465

1886 essentially marked the close of Pike’s 
travelling career. Pike was dogged by the specter of 
an 1859 court case he had won, “… though he was 
keenly disappointed in the spring of 1886 when the 
court claims set aside the Senate award of 1859.” This 
settlement, and the expected windfall that never came, 
hounded him for nearly 30 years. Finances had forced 
Pike to ask for assistance from the Supreme Council, 
and to live at their headquarters. “Nevertheless, when 
the Supreme Court decided, November 15, 1886, 
that the award was unimpeachable and reversed the 
decision of the court of claims, Pike assumed that he 
had won a great moral victory; he had, he boasted, 
gotten the Senate award of 1859 in the first place. 
His fee should have been nearly $80,000 but neither 
McKee, the principle attorney, nor the Choctaws ever 
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paid him a cent. And Pike was too apathetic, if not 
senile, to care whether he got it or not.” Judging by 
his weariness at all of the traveling, and the aches of 
old age, it appears to have been a resigned acceptance, 
and not senility. His correspondence still displays 
lucidity. Brown, p. 466 

Further, Carter says that “The remainder of the 
surviving correspondence of this period [1888-1890] 
reveals a wide range of other activities.” Pike carried 
on correspondence with a variety of individuals across 
the country regarding administrative matters for the 
Rite, and entered into battle with both a gas company 
and the customs office when he felt ill-treated. The 
man may have been old, and he had given up large 
scale intellectual pursuits in favor of a decade of 
punishing travel in the days before airplanes (by ship, 
and often riding in horse drawn wagons as much as 
trains), but he was still mentally aware, and willing to 
tilt at a few windmills. Carter, p. 364

[5] 1886-1891: The Slow Road to Death

Carter shares a letter Pike wrote in 1886 to the 
Inspectors  General and Deputies of the Supreme 
Council, part of which says, “I cannot work for this 
[the Fund of Fraternal Assistance, which was dear to 
Pike’s heart] as I have for other purposes. I am too 
old, and feel too sensibly the infirmities of old age, 
to be able to go far from home and be long absent 
from it. The fatigue, the many discomforts of distant 
travel, are too much for me now. I am liable to sudden 
attacks of severe illness; and it is no longer safe for me 
to take long journeys. To you and the other Inspectors 
and Deputies must now chiefly belong the honour 
and glory of labouring to increase that holy Fund.” 
Carter, p. 337

 “At the close of the Session of 1886, Grand 
Commander Pike was nearing his seventy-seventh 
birthday. At this point in life, physical health and 
strength became increasingly a more important 
factor in his ability to continue active and aggressive 
leadership.” Carter, p. 329

“Virtually a recluse by 1887, he never went into 
the sunlight, and rarely went anywhere at night. His 
wakeful hours he spent in answering letters and in 
reading. ... His birds wear very dear to him; it was 
their dependence on him, “the sense of protecting 
them, the caring for them, and seeing them grateful 
for it, that endears them to me.”” Brown, p.466

During the inevitable decline in his health in the 
fall of 1889, Pike remained spirited in his defense 
of Scottish Rite Masonry from clandestine groups, 
specifically the Cerneau batch. A slew of Grand Lodges 

had issued scathing attacks on them, including the 
Grand Lodge of Iowa in 1889. “However, the fight in 
Iowa had not ended. Numbers of the members of the 
Cerneau bodies in Iowa refused to abide by the action 
of the Grand Lodge and the subsequent edicts of the 
Grand Master. They entered the civil courts of Iowa…” 
“The thirteen instigators of this rebellion against the 
Grand Lodge of Iowa were suspended from their 
Masonic rights and privileges on December 2, 1890, 
were finally expelled from the fraternity June 3, 1891, 
and it is estimated that some 600 Iowa Master Masons 
suffered the same punishment before regular Masonry 
in Iowa was purged of Cerneauism. Action similar to 
that of the Grand Lodge of Iowa was instituted and 
adopted in the Grand Lodges of Nebraska, Maryland, 
Minnesota, and Florida. It should be noted that this 
victory of legitimate Masonry had another aspect. 
The question of Grand Lodge supremacy in the 
Masonic organizational structure was no longer an 
academic subject; it was now a reality supported not 
only by Masonic jurisprudence but by the civil law.” 
Carter calls this a “smashing defeat” of Cerneauism, 
and Pike, who had wished to finally withdraw from 
the fight with his nemesis in clandestine Masonry 
with their “smashing defeat,” continued to address 
the issue in September 1889; was writing a pamphlet 
on it in November of 1889, and “He was still working 
on this material in December when he wrote that he 
was “overwhelmed with work… writing pamphlets to 
expose… imposters in Masonry: and remarked that 
he hoped that he was about “done with controversy.”  
Carter, p. 355-7

However, things were grim for Pike during these 
last few months of 1890. It is probable that from this 
period on, Pike was truly slow in all of his activities: 
“At the biennial session of the Supreme Council in 
October [1890] he “looked worn and haggard,... 
the voice was husky, and it was difficult to readily 
understand what he said.” He presided over its 
meetings but had to have someone read for him his 
lengthy allocution.” Brown, p.467

“Exhausted by the exertion of attending the 
session, he took to his bed as soon as the Supreme 
Council adjourned. After this he occasionally sat up 
for an hour or two, but was unable to sit at his desk 
and write or read.” Brown chronicles his husky voice 
and difficulty swallowing fluids through October and 
November of 1890, and says that the condition which 
was to finally take his life the next year was diagnosed, 
“...they [two other doctors] both agreed with Pike’s 
physician that there was a stricture of the oesophagus.” 

Pike had waved off all exploratory probings of his 
throat blockage, despite only being able to swallow 
fluids. By the end of March of 1891, he finally relented 
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and allowed unsuccessful probings. Brown says: “He 
was too weak and emaciated to withstand a major 
operation, and there was no remedy. He must literally 
starve to death.” Brown, p.467 

As it turned out, the starvation was of short 
duration, as his throat glands “began to swell and 
choke him.” Brown, p. 467/8 He died the next evening 
(1891).

[6] Montana

It should be clear to the 
reader now that Albert Pike, 
far from being a man frozen 
in time with a single work, 
M&D, continued to expand 
his thinking. For those who 
are curious about Pike’s visits 
to Montana, and his love of 
Blue Lodge Masonry, you 
are encouraged to look at 
the Scottish Rite’s “Master 
Craftsman III” program, which 
relies on two textbooks, one of 
which is called “Esoterika.”

Pike, in Esoterika, says, 
“I have often and in various 
places repeated to Master 
Masons, in Lodge and in Grand 
Lodge assembled, the lessons 
of the Masonic symbolism that 
will be found in the following 
passages of this manuscript. 
I have found that even by intelligent men, and men 
deeply interested in the subject, explanations given by 
me have been so imperfectly remembered that they 
have begged me to repeat them by letter; and I may 
safely affirm that no one, of all who have heard these 
lessons (never yet written down, and never twice 
delivered in the same language, or twice confined 
to the same points and illustrations), could possible 
write out half of them, even in substance.” Esoterika, 
pp.87-88

Further, “Although Masons will not read much, 
they listen excellently well and patiently for any 
length of time - if the speaker will tell them anything 
worth listening to. I think that I have talked to some 
sixty Lodges in different places, from New York to 
New Orleans, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
to Lodges composed largely of men reasonably well 
educated: lawyers, divines, and clergymen in New 
York, workmen in the saw-mills of the territory of 
Washington, and of miners in Nevada, without in any 
instance the audience becoming weary, often without 

even one going away, although I rarely [spoke] for less 
than two hours, often two and a half, and sometimes 
three.” Esoterika, p. xxxi

It is tempting to speculate that on some occasion 
in Butte, or Deer Lodge, or Helena, or other places 
in Montana, that Albert Pike, while addressing the 
Masons of Montana, developed some of the theories 
that he offered in what later became his “Esoterika.” 
One newspaper at the time said that, “After the 
lecture was a banquet... toasts were offered... Gen. 
Pike complimented the Masons of Montana very 

highly, by saying that in pro- portion to 
population, Montana had more Masons 
than any other State or Territory,” a 
true statement at the time (though our 
population was small). 

Another contemporary newspaper 
account says, “General Albert Pike. 
Gen. Albert Pike, accompanied by 
Harry R. Comly, Esq., arrived in 
Butte Sunday, 19th inst., and last night 
delivered one of his celebrated lectures 
on Masonry in Masonic Temple to 
the Masons of this place, which was 
listened to by a large assemblage of the 
fraternity... and by length term of office, 
age and eminent ability is recognized 
throughout ... [as a] Masonic authority.”

Did Albert Pike write in Morals and 
Dogma information intended to never 
be expanded upon, nor bettered? Did 
Pike never change his views, or grow 

in his understanding of them? Or, is it just possible, 
that perhaps Pike, on his many travels, including 
to Montana, came to better understand the world 
around him? To be sure, much of what Pike offers 
in M&D is sound; in some instances, his prose has 
yet to be improved on even today. But when you hear 
someone sharing positions from Albert Pike, or the 
Scottish Rite, that purport to depart from reason and 
the natural world, and verge into the fantastic and 
supernatural, do yourself a favor and remember the 
other Albert Pike, the one who lived in the world, and 
spoke before the Masons of Montana.
Resources:

 _History of the Supreme Council 33*_ by James D.
   Carter, 1967
 _A Life of Albert Pike_ by Walter Lee Brown, 1997
 _ Esoterika_ by Arturo de Hoyos, 2007
 _The Unprofitable Study of Theosophy_ by Daniel
    Gardiner, 2013
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On February 1st at the completion 
of the 142nd Communication of the 
Grand Lodge of Utah, Drew Sanders 
was installed as the new Grand 
Master.

Brother Drew Sanders was born 
in Murray, Utah in October 1968.  
He currently serves as a police 
Lieutenant with the West Jordan 
Police Department  in Salt Lake 
County, Utah. Brother Sanders was  
educated  at  Salt  Lake  Community  College   and    Columbia College,  
and ultimately earned a Master  of Science degree in Public 
Administration from the University of Utah. He founded 
Sanders Consulting LLC in 2005 and has since consulted for law 
enforcement, government, political campaigns, and non-profit 
organizations. He is an adjunct professor at the University of 
Utah. He is a former instructor at both Ball State University 
in Muncie, Indiana, and Columbia College where he taught 
criminal justice, advanced crisis communications, and 
multi-cultural law enforcement courses. Brother Sanders is a 
published author on the topic of Generation Y and other law 
enforcement topics. 

Brother Sanders is a member of Wasatch Lodge #1 in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. He served as Master of that lodge in 2006. 
Drew is a founding member of St. Andrew’s Lodge #34 (serving 
as its Master in 2010 and 2011), and Camp Floyd Historic Lodge 
#205. He is also a member of Tintic Lodge #9 in Eureka, UT. He 
is a member of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite and was 
coronated a 33º Inspector General Honorary in 2011. He was 
appointed to the Grand Lodge officer corps by M.W. Brother 
Glen A Cook in 2008 and proudly served two years as Grand 
Marshal, and a year as Grand Orator before being elected as 
Junior Grand Warden in 2011.

Presentation of Grand Masters Jewel

M.W. Brother Drew Sanders has as one of his family 
members our third Grand Master Wilbur Fisk Sanders.  Grand 
Officers from Montana took a part during the installation of 
Drew Sanders as the new Grand Master of Utah. During the 
installation the immediate Past Grand Master Alan Record 
called upon M. W. Grand Master Brother Thom Chisholm and 
Right Worshipful Grand Secretary Reid Gardiner for a special 
presentation. 

 One reason for this presentation is the “Sanders” name has 
a significant role in the history of the Montana Territory, the 
State of Montana and the Grand Lodge of Montana.   Grand 
Secretary Reid Gardiner took a few minutes to give some 
historical education about “Wilbur Fisk Sanders” the reason 

why he and M. W. Brother Thom Chisholm were taking part in 
the Installation of the Grand Master of Utah. 

R.W. Brother Gardiner delivered the following presentation:

The subject of this presentation was born in 1834 in New 
York. He attended the common schools, and taught school in 
New York. 

He moved to Ohio in 1854, where he continued teaching, and 
studied law, gaining admission to the bar in 1856. He became 
a partner in the Law Practice of his uncle Sidney Edgarton, 
(Edgarton was the First Governor of Montana ). 

In 1861, during the Civil War, Sanders recruited a company 
of infantry and an battery of artillery  and was commissioned a 
first lieutenant in the 64th Regiment, Ohio Infantry, and later 
appointed Assistant Adjutant General.  

He moved west in 1863, and settled in the part of the Idaho 
Territory, which later became Montana, where he engaged in 
the practice of law and also became interested in mining and 
stock rising. He was there before courts were organized and, 
being one of the first permanent settlers, took a prominent part 
in bringing law and order to the Montana Territory.

He was a member of the Vigilance Committee and served 
as the Prosecuting Attorney against the outlaws. Through the 
efforts of Sanders’ and the Vigilantes the reign of terror in 
Virginia City and the Territory was brought to an end. The 
famed quote, “Men do your duty,” is attributed to Sanders.

Sanders Impact on Montana History

He was charter member and Commander of the Montana 
chapter of the Grand Army of the Republic.

May of 1864, Indian troubles forced Governor Edgerton 
to create a militia and he appointed Sanders a Colonel in the 
Montana Militia. So …yes …Colonel Sanders. 

Sanders, was the first Secretary of the Society of Montana 
Pioneers when it was formed in 1864.

He elected first chairman of the Montana Bar Association 
organized in 1865. 

When the Montana Historical Society was founded in 1865, he was 
elected as the first president and  held that office for a period  of twenty-
five years.

Sanders took a leading role in the effort to relocate the 
territorial capital to Helena.

“Sanders” A Montana -  Utah Masonic Connection
Virgil  Rinke(153)

             Drew Sanders
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He was a member of the Territorial 
Legislature from 1873 to 1879.

He served as President of the Montana 
Wesleyan University in Helena 1889-
1900.

After the admission of Montana as a 
State in 1889 he was elected to the U.S. 
Senate 1890 and served one term.

The first and only statue in the Montana Capital building, 
until 1980, was of Wilbur F. Sanders.  

Our Grand Master Thom Chisholm is the Superintendent of 
the Plains Schools District which is located in Sanders County, 
named after Wilbur Fisk Sanders.

Masonic History

Brother Sanders was raised in Akron Lodge No. 83, Akron 
Ohio on November 8, 1859. 

In 1863, he was part of the movement to form a Masonic 
Lodge and was a charter member of Virginia City Lodge No. 
43 of the jurisdiction of Kansas becoming Virginia City No. 1 
in 1866 with the formation of the Grand Lodge of Montana. He 
later became a member of Morning Star Lodge No. 5 in Helena. 

Brother Sanders was elected as the first Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of Montana on January 26, 1866.

Two years later in 1868 he was named Grand Master, the 
third to hold the office. 

When the Montana Masonic Hall of Fame was established he 
was inducted as its first member. 

As Grand Secretary he signed the Charter for Wasatch Lodge 
No. 8 (now Wasatch Lodge No. 1 of the Grand Lodge of Utah).

As you can see the Grand Lodge of Montana has a continuing 
and strong relationship with the Grand Lodge of Utah, just as 
the name “Sanders” has a long standing connection to both  of 
our Grand Lodge’s.

This brings us around to why we are here now. As Grand 
Secretary and Curator of the Montana Masonic Museum, I 
have brought the Past Grand Master Jewel presented to Wilbur 
Fisk Sanders. 

This Jewel was made in 1869, by Frank Bartos and Augustus 
K. Will, jewelers in Helena Montana. Both were Masons and 
members of Helena Lodge No. 3. 

Inscribed upon the Jewel: 
“Presented to Past Grand Master Wilbur Fisk Sanders by the 
members of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Montana, 
Helena October 5th 1869.” 

It therefore seems proper and fitting that you’re new Grand 
Master, Drew Sanders, should be installed wearing the Past 
Grand Master Jewel of his esteemed  relative Wilbur Fisk Sanders.

M0st Worshipful Grand Master Thom Chisholm exchanged 
the original Grand Master Jewel of Utah with the Past Grand 
Master’s Jewel that belonged to Wilbur Fisk Sanders.

      Wilbur Fisk Sanders
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During the 2013 Rocky Mountain Masonic 
Conference the Secretaries of the member 
jurisdictions were unanimously tasked to develop a 
Statement on Social Media for the Rocky Mountain 
Masonic Conference. The member jurisdictions could 
adopt the statement for use. The conference consists 
of the following Grand Lodges: AF&AM of Colorado; 
AF&AM of Montana; F&AM of Utah; AF&AM of 
Wyoming AF&AM of Idaho; F&AM of Nevada; and 
the AF&AM of New Mexico.

Within the Rocky Mountain Masonic Conference 
we recognize the presence of Freemasons on various 
social networking sites is growing and it is drawing 
attention to the fraternity. When participating on sites 
such as Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, (and others), 
including blogs and on-line Forums, Freemasons 
should strive to make that attention as positive as 
possible. When we represent ourselves as members 
of the fraternity, we become someone’s impression 
of Freemasonry. As such, it is important that we act 
accordingly and subscribe to the lessons we were all 
taught as Freemasons in terms of how we communicate 
and interact with Masons and non-Masons. 

Masonic Communication, oral, written or 
electronic should display dignity, courtesy, fraternal 
respect, consideration of privacy rights, tolerance 
and respect for religious, political and other views. 
Grand Jurisdictions can apply penalties as described 
within their various Constitutions relating to trial, 
suspension, and or expulsion for un-Masonic 
behavior. Remember that the public and members of 
the Fraternity are reading on-line posts. 

Social Media Code of Conduct for Freemasons 
within the Rocky Mountain Masonic Conference

• Freemasons should conduct Social Media activities 
in a way that reflects membership in the Craft, acting 
in a way that presents a positive image of the fraternity; 
avoiding private piques and quarrels; being cautious 
in behavior; courteous to our brethren and promote 
the general good and to preserve the reputation of the 
fraternity.

• Postings should not bring discredit to Freemasonry 
nor should they fit within the definition of Un-Masonic 
Conduct as defined by the member jurisdiction. 
Conduct contrary to the accepted and customary rule 
of right and duty between Freemason’s, or to society 
in general is improper. 

• Freemasons need to be aware that postings are 
a permanent record; and therefore an individual’s 
conduct may influence the world with a positive or 
negative image about the individual and also about 
Freemasonry. Postings and actions on the various 
Social Media outlets should reflect the highest 
standards of morality and integrity that Freemasons 
practice within the Lodge. 

• Lodge notices, and information contained 
within Lodge notices beyond the time and place of 
meetings, should not be discussed. There should 
never be discussion related to petitions, applications, 
background checks or investigation of an applicant. 
There should never be a discussion regarding balloting 
on an applicant. 

• It is improper to identify any Freemason as a member 
of the Craft unless he has provided his consent or has 
already identified himself as such.  It is improper to 
post of images, video, recordings, etc. of other Masons 
without their consent.  Posts must comply with the 
Grand Constitutions, rules, regulations, and edicts of 
the Jurisdiction.

• Postings that are anonymous or posted by fictitious 
names should be avoided rather than encouraged.  
Participation in discussions with those who most 
often are looking for discussions outside of what is 
Masonically acceptable should also be avoided. 

• To ensure our fraternity represents itself to the high 
standards we believe in we must regulate our actions by 
individual restraint and through Brother-to-Brother 
intervention. As a Freemason, advise a Brother if 
what he has posted is improper within the framework 
of our Grand Constitutions, laws, rules, regulations, 
edicts and the general regulations of Freemasonry. 

• Contact and communication with other Grand 
Lodges or their subordinate or concordant Lodges 
must be conducted through the Office of the Grand 
Secretary.

• Freemasonry in North America is governed by 
independent legislative bodies known as Grand 
Lodges who exercise absolute Masonic authority 
within a State or Province. Only Grand Lodges can 
make authoritative statements, and these apply only 
to their members.

Think Freemasonry in our minds; Feel Freemasonry 
in our hearts; Live Freemasonry in our daily lives!

Rocky Mountain Masonic Conference
Social Media and Freemasonry
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This version of  the “Self  Made Man” was created by Brook Cunningham, MWPGM of  Arizona. 
One of  these was graciously presented to the Montana Masonic Musuem, where it is on display. 
A limited production of  these statues was struck and a few are still availabe, the price is $395.00 
plus shipping. For more information contact:  

 Brook Cunningham PGM
 123 Devils Kitchen Drive
 Sedona, AZ  86351
 Home: 928 284-0784
 Cell: 928 301-2509

“…left to his own devices, man will
use his God-given talents to be
creative, productive, and prosperous.
Using free will, he will better his own
situation and that of those around
him, thereby influencing in a positive
way his own destiny…” 

  Montana Freemason                                        March 2014                                          Volume 90   Number 1



Page 32

  Montana Freemason                                         March 2014                                           Volume 90   Number 1

The purpose is to help Brothers become better 
leaders, develop self-confidence, leadership skills, 
and become better able to deal others. Learning 
in a supportive and interesting fashion, in small 
teams and through on-line interaction, the content 
is purposely designed to be at a more intense 
and informative level. You will learn or fine tune 
leadership skills and be better able to practice 
them in Lodge, be better able to assume increased 
leadership responsibilities and accountability.  You 
will be provided more in-depth information of 
areas of Lodge administration, finance, reports, 
compliance and problem resolution.

The Montana Masonic College will provide 
enthusiastic and committed Masons who will be 
both facilitators and students alike from throughout 
our jurisdiction. All Lodges and Districts have the 
same issues and concerns: the Masonic College 
will help you find ways to deal with them. Please 
consider participating at one of the various sites 
where the College will be held.

Saturday, March 22nd, at Missoula Lodge 
#13, 126 East Broadway starting at 9:30 a.m.  
There will be a lunch,  with cost yet to be set.  We 
hope to be done by about 4:00. The will be a cost 
to attend.

For more information contact: RWSGW Brian 
Murphy or RWJGW Lewis Smith. 

Montana Masonic College

Feb 22  -York Rite, George Washington
                           Convocation, Great Falls

Feb 27               -   Proposed Legislation due at 
                           Grand Lodge Office

March 4            -  Grand Master at Judith Lodge
                            joint visitation with CMR District

March 14          -  Annual Returns due at Grand
                           Lodge

March 22          -  Montana Masonic College,
                           Missoula

March 22          - CMR Distict Meeting, Roundup

April 1               -  Montana Masonic Hall of Fame
                           nominations due Prior to April 1st

April 2               - Shapria Temple DON
                           Installation, Helena

April 5  - Cornerstone Ceremony, Plains, MT

April 28             - Proposed Legislation and Budget
                           due to be transmitted to Lodges

May 3                - Sagebrush District Meeting, 
                           Miles City

May 16              - Fort Buford Masonic Site
                             dedication,Willstion/ Fort Buford

May 24             -   DeMolay, Sweet Retreat, 
                           Fairmont Hot Springs

June 26-28        - 14th Annual Communicaiton, 
                           Polson

Aug 9  - Mullan Pass Historic Lodge Meeting

Aug 15-16  -5th Tri-Jurisdictional Outdoor
                           Lodge, Raynesford

Sept 13  - Bannack Historic Lodge Meeting

EVENTS CALENDAR
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148th Annual Communication of the 

Grand Lodge AF&AM of Montana
June 26-27-28, 2014

The 148th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Montana 
will be held at the KwaTaqNuk Resort in Polson, Montana 

KwaTaqNuk, Room Rates are: 
Lake View rooms @ $138.00 or 
City View rooms @ $121.99 (plus tax) 

In order to receive the conference rate you must tell them it’s for the 
Grand Lodge of Montana. 

For Reservation call (406) 883-3636  or  800 882-6363

•
The following also have a limited number of rooms under the block name of 

“Grand Lodge” these rooms must be reserved by May 15.

Alternate Hotels in Polson: 

 Bay View Inn - (406) 883-3120

 Flathead Lake Inn (406) 883-6266
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2148 - Mitchell A. Lovely  02/17/2014 Ottawa Lodge - 51/8
6085 - Hubert Christiansen  02/01/2014 Star In the West Lodge - 40/1
2898 - Ellsworth T. Nobles  2/1/2014 Ionic Lodge - 38/6 
4314 - Archie Tallent   2/1/2014  Hiram Lodge - 52/10 
523 -  A. Dale Forbes   1/31/2014  Delta Lodge - 128/3 
228 -  Larry D. Drane   1/30/2014 Lavina/Temple Lodge - 101/1 
3441 - Kenneth O. Richards  1/29/2014 Mission Valley- 78
2989 - Harald H. Olsson  1/25/2014 Ruby Lodge - 36/8 
2496 - John S. Meche   1/24/2014  Bigfork Lodge - 150/2 
3025 - George W. Padbury III  1/24/2014 Morning Star - 5/8, Ottawa - 51/8 
3654 - Robert E. Sanders  1/20/2014 Pondera Lodge - 80/3 
6264 - Ben G. Cox   1/20/2014 Thompson Falls Lodge - 70/2 
817 -  F. Roger Grenfell   1/16/2014 Missoula Lodge - 13/6 
2692 - Glen L. Morton   1/13/2014 Lavina/Temple Lodge - 101/1  
5212 - Lloyd A. Andersen  1/12/2014 Euclid Lodge - 58/3 
306 -  Norman E. Eck   1/10/2014 Ottawa Lodge - 51/8 
2821 - Roger L. Nelson   1/8/2014 Cascade Lodge - 34/3 
5427 - Charles G. Barnard  1/4/2014 Malta Lodge - 57/7 
3885 - Jack Shotwell   1/3/2014 Hiram Lodge - 52/10 
3855 - Merlin J. Shennum  12/30/2013 Circle Lodge - 136/7 
4175 - Dominic O. Stevens Jr.  12/27/2013 Saints John Lodge - 92/1 
1120 - Stanley D. Hellod  12/23/2013 Hiram Lodge - 52/10,Ionic Lodge - 38/6 
6266 - James G. Cox   12/21/2013 Ashlar Lodge - 29/1
3415 - Robert R. Reyner  12/17/2013 Sentinel Lodge - 155/6
1846 - Leslie D. Krieg   12/12/2013 Billings Lodge - 113/1 
939 -  John Hamilton   12/6/2013 Glendive Lodge - 31/10
5165 - Maxwell Aiken   12/5/2013  Libby Lodge - 85/2 
5455 - Thomas C. Barthelmeh  12/4/2013 Yellowstone Lodge - 26/10 
1439 - Jule H. Jacobson   11/28/2013 Scobey Lodge - 109/7 
1402 - Olaf G. Ingman   11/27/2013 Delta Lodge - 128/3  
2697 - S. William Mosher  11/21/2013 Augusta Lodge - 54/3 
2698 - Stephen W. Mosher  11/21/2013  Augusta Lodge - 54/3
1428 - Ronald L. Jackson  11/20/2013 Diamond City Lodge - 7/5
1802 - Leonard Knutson  11/15/2013 Columbia Falls Lodge - 89/2 
2324 - Robert L. Mason   11/15/2013 Eureka Lodge - 93/2 
613 -  Homer Fults   11/13/2013 Mount Moriah Lodge - 24/8
1138 - Walter Henley   11/12/2013 North Star Lodge - 46/7 
2221 - Buford N. Madsen  11/12/2013 Ashlar Lodge - 29/1 
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2651 -  Robert Moran   11/10/2013 Star in the West Lodge - 40/1 
4756 -  Deane V. Whitehead  11/5/2013 Glendive Lodge - 31/10 
5382 -  Harry A. Baker  11/5/2013 Meridian Lodge - 105/3
1898 -  David W. Lancaster  11/3/2013  Powder River Lodge - 135/10 
2640 -  G. John Moore   11/3/2013 Victor Lodge - 43/6 
5678 -  James S. Bolstad  11/1/2013 Scobey Lodge - 109/7 
4925 -  John A. Wyze   10/30/2013 Unity Lodge - 71/1 
1501 -  Braxton K. Johnson  10/25/2013 Benton Lodge - 25/9
1847 -  Wayne Krieger   10/25/2013 Morning Star Lodge - 5/8
3974 -  Eugene C. Smith  10/25/2013 Mission Valley Lodge - 78/6 
772 -  Robert Graham  10/23/2013 Billings Lodge - 113/1 
182 -  Cal O. Dishman  10/22/2013 Mountain Lodge - 110/6
5886 -  Donald K. Budde Sr.  10/22/2013 Ashlar Lodge - 29/1
360 -  Raymond R. Engblom  10/15/2013  Dillon Lodge - 16/4 
4438 -  Paul E. Toepfer  10/8/2013 Stevensville Lodge - 28/6 
914 -  Bernard D. Hall  10/2/2013 Sandstone Lodge - 84/10  
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The Conference of Grand Secretaries in North 
America (CMGSNA) just completed its eighty-fifth 
meeting in Baltimore, Maryland. The Conference 
is comprised of 63 Jurisdictions throughout North 
America, extending from Canada to Mexico.  

During the 2014 Conference R.W. Grand Secretary 
Reid Gardiner was elected as a Vice President of the 
Conference.

Its been almost 20 years ago since the last time 
Montana had a Grand Secretary who was an officer 
of the Conference of Grand Secretaries.  R.W. Brother 
Dean Lindahl was a Conference Officer from 1995 t0 
1997 and served as President in 1997.

The Conference of Masonic Grand Secretaries of 
North America (CMGSNA) was founded in 1928, but 
traces its origins to an earlier organization.  On July 
22, 1891 the “Masonic Grand Secretaries Guild” was 
organized.  The first attendees elected officers, drafted 
by-laws and discussed various important topics 
facing a rapidly growing Craft.  The Guild produced 
its objective: “to become personally acquainted; to 
agree, if possible, upon the best forms and method, 
and in general, to consult touching specific and other 
interests of Grand Secretaries offices and duties.”

During the 1928 meeting a permanent association 
was created. The Conference had expanded the agenda 
to begin discussing certificates of good standing, 
interjurisdictional affiliation requirements and 
standardized dues cards. Within ten years a majority 
of US Grand Secretaries attended the Conference as 
membership included Canadian Grand Secretaries 
and non-Grand Secretaries as guest speakers. Its 
annual reports included tables of information on 
dues and fees, dual and plural membership and other 
statistics. Grand Secretaries’ contact information 
along with their photos and the full transcription of 
each meeting were also printed.

In 1946 the Conference changed its name from 
Masonic Grand Secretaries of the United States by 
adding “and Canada.” 

The next year it simplified the name to “in North 
America” as membership included secretaries of 
Masonic appendant bodies and charities. 

During the 1950s and 1960s, the CMGSNA met in 
Washington DC in conjunction with the Conference 
of Grand Masters of Masons North America 
(CGMNA). The Grand Masters had organized their 
Conference in 1927 around the annual meeting of 
the George Washington Masonic National Memorial 
Association. 

Each year the Conference publishes its proceedings 
that contain statistical tables, contact information and 
a running index of topics discussed over the last 50 
years. A progressive line of officers was adopted in 
1966.

Conference of Grand Secretaries 

President: ~ Douglas Campbell, Minnesota
First Vice President ~ David Owens, Washington
Second Vice President ~ Reid Gardiner, Montana
Executive Secretary/Trs ~ Michael DeWolf, Wisconsin
Assistant Secretary/Trs ~ Richard Elman, Indiana
Chaplain ~ Terrance Shand, Canada (Ontario)  

Topics addressed this year included:

Tax Changes & 990 Returns 
Membership Development & Retention
Use of Permanent Membership Cards
World Conference of Grand Lodges
Traditional Observance Lodges 
  (and discussion of common problems with the 
   MRF and T.O. Lodges nationwide)
Masonic Directories 
Report of the Committee on Recognition
Social Media, It’s Use and Control
Freemasons University (and on-line program)
Property Tax Exemptions for Lodges
Open discussion on topics of concern 
Masonic Service Association Report
Masonic Model Student Assistance Program report   

Conference of Grand Secretaries In North America 
Elect Grand Secretary Gardiner Vice President
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Kevin Olson - Author of the Tocsin Codex  (Middle-grade series)
The internet reading world offers so much to readers of all ages 

through systems such as Kindle readers. Simply the ability to read 
off the internet many interesting and educational texts is amazing. 
Even rare texts that would require a great deal of effort to access 
previously are now available with several clicks of a button. The world 
of educational and recreational reading material is now open wide. It 
is a great thing for me to be able to share my books with Kindle readers 
in connection with the Kindles for Kids Masonic reading program.

Though I have for quite a while had and sold books in digital formats before, I had never quite 
gone the Kindle route. Cornerstone Publishers is the publisher of the Tocsin Codex trilogy 
of middle-grade children’s books and is a traditional book publisher dealing with Masonic 
and related material for around two decades. Mike Poll was kind enough to offer an ISBN 
number and any assistance. When I told him of the Kindle for Kids program, his support and 
enthusiasm proved palpable. It is an honor to have been asked to participate in this program.                     
                                                                                                                                       Kevin Olson, P.M. Butte Lodge #22  
                                                                                                              

 ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Cynthia Berst is a fourth generation Montanan, who grew up in the 
shadows of the Beartooth Mountains where she still lives with her puppy, Chanel. She is active in the 
great outdoors, enjoying camping, hiking, and horseback riding. She is an entrepreneur and owner of 
Bright Cat Productions, Inc. - a special events marketing company. She loves writing novels about all 
things crystals, codes, and magic. The outline for the Auraling Series came to her in a dream.

Contact: cynthiaberst @ yahoo.com 
(Blog) cynthiaberst.wordpress.com 
Write: PO Box 20044, Billings, MT 59104 

CRYSTALS & CODES (Auraling Book 1): In the mythical land of Pangola, an ancient book, the 
SACRED ORDER OF THE CRYSTALS, foretells of ‘an Auraling of no color will be born in the Reign 
III, and in Year 215, will ascend to become the next Keeper of the Records.’ Fifteen-year-old Norman is 
an outcast in a race of Auralings, who are designated at birth into an apprenticeship based on the color 
of their aura encircling their bodies. Having no aura, Norman is a disgrace to his parents, bullied at 
school, and humiliated by the villagers. He runs away from home he meets Lady Grace of Graceheart 
Castle, who helps him develop his own aura powers as he learns the ‘old ways’ of crystal magic. The 
Lady teams him with four other young Auralings, each with their own unique aura, to embark on a 
quest to decipher the secret codes of the ancients. Can they break the codes in time to learn the date of 
the invasion by the alien Subina warriors? Will Norman be able to rally their nation to stand together 
and fight to protect their life-giving sacred crystals? Or will their fate lead to complete annihilation?

Local Montana Authors Support Kindles for Kids
Reid Gardiner (3)

After hearing about the Kindles for Kids program, two 
local Authors of children books stepped up to help support 
the program by making books from their series available 
for free in e-book format. We are very appreciative for 
their generosity and willingness to support the reading 
achievement program. The e-book will become available 
for electronic download using a special key pass. We will 
provide the information and the key pass identifier to the 
Secretary of each lodge that has received Kindles. There 
will be a specific time frame of several weeks in which the 
free download will be available. Also please note that the 
free download is optional. 

We hope that as time goes on and with increasing interest 
in the Kindles for Kids program perhaps more local 
authors will want to make appropriate books available. 
More authors than ever are offering free e-books to their 
readers as part of some program. There are plenty of sites 
that offer free audio books that are in the public domain, 
written by very talented authors. Hundreds of thousands of 
high quality books are freely available to download.
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New Craftsmen to the Quarries

7670  - Trent L. Hauge   Raised - 02/12/2014 Stillwater No. 62

7663  - Scott A. Campbell   Raised - 02/12/2014 Huntley Project No. 144

7603  - Joshua V. Gaffney    Raised - 01/21/2014 Euclid No. 58

7725  - James J. Manning    Raised - 01/21/2014 Butte No. 22

7722  - Robert P. Gollehon   Raised - 01/14/2014 Yellowstone No. 26

 7531  - James T. Layson    Raised - 01/13/2014 Helena No. 3

7664  - Michael G. Hughson   Raised - 01/08/2014 Huntley Project No. 144
 
7667  - Alex R. Marcy    Raised - 12/17/2013 Hiram No. 52
 
7668  - Frank C. Marcy   Raised - 12/17/2013 Hiram No. 52

7644  - Michael C. Ondovcsik Raised - 12/12/2013 Eureka No. 93

7676  - Robert Titchbourne   Raised - 12/12/2013 Eureka No. 93

7626  - Cody J. Delude    Raised - 12/11/2013 Morning Star No. 5

7656  - Larry B. Stancil    Raised - 12/07/2013 Bozeman No. 18

7739  - Luke J. Walker    Raised - 11/26/2013 Ashlar No. 29
 
7740  - Joseph P. Veches    Raised - 11/26/2013 Ashlar No. 29

7692  - Robert E. Sather    Raised - 11/20/2013 Sentinel No. 155

7738  - Christopher J. Schmitt  Raised - 10/01/2013 Glendive No. 31

7719  - Nicholas N. Handford  Raised - 09/26/2013 Trinity No. 52

7513  - Alan L. Baglien   Raised - 07/23/2013 Valley No. 21
 
7567  - Jed D. Martin    Raised - 07/13/2013 Corinthian No. 72
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Ashlar Lodge - 29 / 1
Rodney P. Castle (29) 50 Year Service  
 
Charles L. Strong (29)      50Year Service
 
 

Huntley Project Lodge - 144 / 1
Wayne L. Hofferber (144) 50 Year Service 
Michael E. Ervin (144) 50 Year Service 
 

Rimrock Lodge - 149 / 1
Allen S. Weisser (149) 50 Year Service 

Whitefish Lodge - 64 / 2
Delbert H. Schneider (64) 50 Year Service 
 

Delta Lodge - 128 / 3
Guy C. Crowe  (128)    50 Year Service 
Larry E. Larios  (128) 50 Year Service 
 

Montana Lodge - 2 / 4
Gene E. Carlstrom (2)        50 Year Service
  

Diamond City Lodge - 7 / 5
William P. Schye (7) 50 Year Service 
 

Bozeman Lodge - 18 / 5
Larry Willard  (18) 50 Year Service 
 

Valley Lodge - 21 / 5
Raymond A. Grossman(21) 50 Year Service 

 
Doric Lodge - 53 / 5

William F. Moen (53) 50 Year Service 

 Missoula Lodge - 13 / 6
Lyle F. Pedersen (13) 50 Year Service 
Dale L. Decker  (13) 50 Year Service 
Vernon R. Peterson (13) 50 Year Service 

Mission Valley Lodge - 78 / 6
Thomas G. Brown (78)      50 Year Service 
 

North Star Lodge - 46 / 7
Charles L. Flickinger (46) 50 Year Service 
 

Circle Lodge - 136 / 7
Dale S. Rosaaen (136) 50 Year Service 

Deer Lodge - 14 / 8
Victor B. Goldie (14)     50 Year Service 
 

Acacia Lodge - 33 / 8
John R. Digalis (33)     50 Year Service 
 

Friendship Lodge - 37 / 9
Larry L. Brewington (37) 50 Year Service 
 

Yellowstone Lodge - 26 / 10
Brian F. Schoof (26,52) 50Year Service 

 50 Year Membership Awards  January - March 2014

The 50 year Award for the members above have been mailed to the Lodges for presentation. There are 
currently 82 50-Year Awards that have been mailed to Lodges for presentation that have not reported that 
the member was presented the 50 Year Award.
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